
CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA ● MONDAY SEPTEMBER 28, 2020 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

I. Call to Order  

II. Potential COVID-19 Update Report(s) 

III. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

2. Vouchers   

IV. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

 None.   

V. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Ordinance amending Code of Ordinances Chapter 6, Article IV, Section 6-90, 
to establish maximum number, size and location of apiaries (places where 
bees are kept) on private property.   

VI. Minutes & Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of August 24, 2020 meeting   

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

VII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

VIII. Public Comment Period 

IX. Adjournment  
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CITY OF MERRILL 
1004 EAST FIRST STREET 
MERRILL, WI 54452-2586 

 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2020- 
Introduced: 
1st Reading: 
2nd Reading: 
3rd Reading: 
Committee/Commission Action: 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 
The Common Council of the City of Merrill, Wisconsin, does ordain as follows: 
 

Section 1. Chapter 6, Article IV, Section 6-90 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of 
Merrill is amended to read as follows: 

 (a)  Protected animals.  

(1)  Possession and sale. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to possess with 
intent to sell or offer for sale, or buy or attempt to buy, within the city any of the following 
animals, alive or dead, or any part or product thereof:  

a.  All wild cats of the family felidae;  

b.  Polar bear (Thalarctos maritimus);  

c.  Red wolf (Canis niger);  

d.  Vicuna (Vicugna vicugna);  

e.  Alligator, Caiman or crocodile of the order of crocodilia;  

f.  Gray or timber wolf (Canis lupus);  

g.  Sea otter (Enhydra lutris);  

h.  Pacific ridley turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea);  

i.  Atlantic green turtle (Chelonia mydas);  

j.  Mexican ridley turtle (Lepidochelys kempi).  

(2)  Compliance with federal regulations. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to 
buy, sell or offer for sale a native or foreign species or subspecies of mammal, bird, amphibian 
or reptile, or the dead body or parts thereof, which appears on the endangered species list 
designated by the United States Secretary of the Interior and published in the Code of Federal 
Regulations pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-205).  

(3)  Regulating the importation of certain birds. No person, firm or corporation shall import or cause 
to be imported into this city any part of the plumage, skin or dead body of any species of hawk, 
owl or eagle. This section shall not be construed to forbid or restrict the importation or use of the 

AN ORDINANCE:  
 
Re: Amending Chapter 6, Article IV, Section 6-90 

Prohibited and protected animals, fowl, reptiles 
and insects; pet shops; potbellied pigs. 
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plumage, skin, body or any part thereof legally collected for use by the Native Americans for 
ceremonial purposes or in the preservation of their tribal customs and heritage.  

(b)  Exceptions. The provisions of subsection (a) of this section, shall not be deemed to prevent the 
lawful importation, possession, purchase or sale of any species by any public agency, institute of 
higher learning, persons holding federal permits, or by a person holding a scientific collectors permit 
issued by the secretary of the department of natural resources of the state, or to any person or 
organization licensed to present a circus.  

(c)  Wild animals; prohibition on keeping. Except for state-licensed game farms located in properly 
zoned areas, it shall be unlawful for any person to keep, maintain or have in his possession or under 
his control within the city any poisonous reptile or any other dangerous or carnivorous wild animal, 
insect or reptile, any vicious or dangerous domesticated animal or any other animal or reptile of wild, 
vicious or dangerous propensities. Specifically, it shall be unlawful for any person to keep, maintain 
or have in his possession or under his control within the city any of the following animals, reptiles or 
insects:  

(1)  All poisonous animals and reptiles including rear-fang snakes.  

(2)  Apes: chimpanzees (Pan); gibbons (Hylobates); gorillas (Gorilla); orangutans (Pongo); ans 
siamangs (Symphalangus).  

(3)  Baboons (Papoi, Mandrillus).  

(4)  Bears (Ursidae).  

(5)  Cheetahs (Ainonyx jubatus).  

(6)  Crocodilians (Crocodilia), 30 inches in length or more.  

(7)  Constrictor snakes, six feet in length or more.  

(8)  Coyotes (Canis latrans).  

(9)  Gamecocks and other fighting birds.  

(10)  Hyenas (Hyaenidae).  

(11)  Jaguars (Panthera onca).  

(12)  Leopards (Panthera pardus).  

(13)  Lions (Ppanthera leo).  

(14)  Lynxes (Lynx).  

(15)  Ostriches (Struthio).  

(16)  Pumas (Ffelis concolor); also known as cougars, mountain lions and panthers.  

(17)  Sharks (class Chondrichthyes).  

(18)  Snow leopards (Panthera uncia).  

(19)  Tigers (Panthera tigris).  

(20)  Poisonous insects.  

(21)  Except in properly zoned districts, horses, mules, ponies, donkeys, cows, pigs, goats, sheep, 
chickens, poultry or any animal raised for fur-bearing purposes, unless otherwise permitted 
elsewhere in this Code.  

(22)  Wolves or any dog which is part wolf (Canis lupis).  

(d)  Exceptions; pet shops. The prohibitions of subsection (c) of this section, shall not apply where the 
creatures are in the care, custody or control of: a state-licensed game farm; a veterinarian for 
treatment; agricultural fairs; shows or projects of the 4-H clubs; a display for judging purposes; an 
itinerant or transient carnival, circus or other show; dog or cat shows or trials; public or private 
educational institutions; zoological gardens; if:  
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(1)  Their location conforms to the provisions of chapter 113.  

(2)  All animals and animal quarters are kept in a clean and sanitary condition and so maintained 
as to eliminate objectionable odors.  

(3)  Animals are maintained in quarters so constructed as to prevent their escape.  

(e)  Exception; Vietnamese potbellied pigs. Notwithstanding the prohibitions contained in this section, 
Vietnamese potbellied pigs may be kept within the city provided that the owners of such animals 
comply with the other regulations of this article, except for the licensing requirement contained in 
section 6-24.  

(f) Exception; Apiaries. A maximum of 3 apiary structures shall be allowed on private property. Each 
apiary shall not exceed ten (10) cubic feet in size. Apiaries shall be placed at least 10 feet from the 
property line. 

   

Section 2. Severability.  In the event any section, subsection, clause, phrase or portion of 
this ordinance is for any reason held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent 
provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance. It 
is the legislative intent of the Common Council that this ordinance would have been adopted 
if such illegal provision had not been included or any illegal application had not been made. 

Section 3. Repeal and Effective Date.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances and resolu-
tions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect from and 
after its passage and publication. 

 
 
 
Moved by: 

 
Adopted: 

 
Approved: 

 
Published: 

 

Approved: 
 
 
Derek Woellner, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
William N. Heideman, City Clerk
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CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● MONDAY AUGUST 24, 2020 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday August 24, 2020 

I. Call to Order  

Acting Chairperson Hass called the meeting to order at 5:15 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Rick Blake Alderperson - Third District  Present  

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Excused  

Mark Weix Alderperson - Seventh District  Present  

 

Also in attendance: Acting Chairperson Alderman Steve Hass, City Administrator Dave 
Johnson, Fire Chief Josh Klug, Police Chief Corey Bennett, Deputy Health Officer 
Norbert Ashbeck, City Attorney Tom Hayden, Yareldi Gutierrez and City Clerk Bill 
Heideman. A representative from Merrill Productions was present to videotape the 
meeting.  

 

II. COVID-19 Updates: 

1. Lincoln County Health Department Director Shelley Hersil   

Alderman Hass reported that he spoke with Lincoln County Health Department Director 
Hersil, who informed him she has nothing new to report at this time.  
 
City Administrator Johnson reported that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has instituted new travel guidelines related to the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
issue will be addressed to ensure that City employees follow the guidelines.  

2. Lincoln County Emergency Planning Manager September Murphy   

Alderman Hass stated that there was nothing new to report.  

III. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

The nuisance complaint summary report was in the meeting packet.  
 
The report consisted of only one case. Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported that, in 
this case, compliance was not achieved. Therefore, a citation will be issued.  

2. Vouchers   

The vouchers were in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Klug and Police Chief Bennett answered questions related to the vouchers.  
 
Motion (Blake/Weix) to approve.  
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday August 24, 2020 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday August 24, 2020 

RESULT: APPROVED 

IV. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Application from Casa-Amigos Mexican Restaurant, LLC, Yareldi Gutierrez, 
Agent, for Class "B" (beer) and "Class B" (liquor) licenses for Casa-Amigos 
Restaurant, N2410 State Highway 107 , effective September 9th, 2020.   

A copy of the application was in the meeting packet.  
 
Representing Casa-Amigos Restaurant, Yareldi Gutierrez provided verbal information 
and answered questions. Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Weix/Blake) to recommend approval and send to the Common Council.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 9/8/2020 6:00 PM 

V. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Continue discussion of ATV/UTV Ordinance   

A copy of the proposed ordinance amendment was in the meeting packet. Police Chief 

Bennett explained that the amendment adds language stipulating that the City would 

erect signage identifying the ATV/UTV routes. The ordinance amendment also includes 

other minor changes. 

 

Discussion was held on compliance and enforcement. 

 

Motion (Blake/Weix) to recommend approving the ordinance amendment and sending it 

to the Common Council. 

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 9/8/2020 6:00 PM 

VI. Minutes and Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of July 27, 2020 meeting   

The minutes were in the meeting packet.  

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Klug reviewed the report, including the following: 
 
 Fire Inspector position 
 Fire Inspections 
 Preliminary report from Strand on Fire Station 
 Retirement/Hiring 
 Fire Engine sold via Wisconsin Surplus Auction 
 Equipment Upgrades  

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday August 24, 2020 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday August 24, 2020 

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Bennett reviewed the report, including the following: 
 
 CVR 
 New squad has arrived  
 Requesting disposal of vehicles & equipment (8/25 P & F meeting)  
 Taking Police Officer applications until September 18th   

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   

The report was in the meeting packet.  

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

Motion (Blake/Weix) to place on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

VII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

Monday, September 28th, 2020 at 5:15 in the City Hall Common Council Chambers.  

VIII. Public Comment Period 

None.  

IX. Adjournment  

Motion (Blake/Weix) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 5:34 P.M.  
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