
CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA ● MONDAY APRIL 27, 2020 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

 To attend the meeting virtually, call 252-665-6670 and meeting PIN 394 978 175   

I. Call to Order  

II. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

2. Vouchers   

III. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Application from the Lincoln County Rodeo Association Inc. for three 
temporary Class "B" (picnic) licenses to sell fermented malt beverages at the 
Merrill Festival Grounds during the Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo, June 12-14, 
2020.   

IV. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. COVID-19 Updates:   

 Lincoln County Health Director Shelley Hersil   

 Lincoln County Emergency Planning Manager September Murphy   

2. Consider reducing alcohol beverages licensing fees in response to COVID-19 
pandemic.   

3. Review 2020-2021 Liquor License Renewal Schedule   

V. Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of February 24, 2020 meeting   

2. Monthly Reports - Fire Chief Klug   

3. Monthly Reports - Police Chief Bennett   

4. Monthly Reports - Lincoln County Humane Society   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

VI. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

VII. Public Comment Period 

VIII. Adjournment  
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Reducing Alcohol Beverage Licensing Fees in Response to COVID-19 Pandemic 
League of Wisconsin Municipalities 
April 21, 2020 
 
The League of Wisconsin Municipalities has received many questions relating to whether municipalities 
may reduce alcohol beverage licensing fees for the upcoming 2020 licensing renewal period or take 
other steps to help restaurants and bars hurt by the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting “Safer-at-Home” 
order. 

Reducing Licensing Fees. Municipal governing bodies may reduce alcohol beverage licensing fees for 
the 2020 licensing renewal period. Licensing fees are determined locally but must be within the 
maximum and minimum ranges specified by state law.  

Maximum and Minimum license fees under state law: 

Class “A” beer – no state maximum or minimum; the amount is determined by the municipality 

Class “B” beer -- $100 maximum; no minimum 

“Class A” liquor -- $500 maximum; $50 minimum 

“Class B” liquor -- $500 maximum; $50 minimum 

Reserve “Class B” liquor renewal -- $500 maximum; $50 minimum 

“Class C” wine license -- $100 maximum; no minimum 

A community could, at its discretion, reduce the 2020 renewal fees for Class “A” beer, Class “B” beer, 
and “Class C” wine to zero.  The fees for “Class A” liquor, “Class B” liquor, and Reserve “Class B” 
liquor renewal licenses could be reduced to $50 each. Restaurants and bars typically hold Class B 
licenses and restaurants without an intoxicating liquor license may have a Class C wine license. Class A 
licenses are typically held by stores and sell for consumption off premise. 

In communities that set license fees by ordinance, governing bodies wishing to reduce fees will need to 
adopt an ordinance modifying the alcohol beverage licensing renewal fees for the July 1, 2020 to June 
30, 2021 licensing year.  In communities with ordinances specifying that fees are amended by resolution 
of the governing body, the governing body will need to adopt a resolution modifying the fees. 

Waiving Late Fees for Alcohol Beverage Renewal Applications. Another step communities might 
consider taking to provide partial relief to restaurants and bars hurt by the COVID-19 pandemic is to 
waive any late fees the municipality imposes when applicants file their alcohol beverage renewal 
applications after the deadline for submittal.   
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2020-2021 LICENSE FEE SCHEDULE 
 
 
Fermented Malt Beverage and Intoxicating Liquor: 
 
 Class “A” Fermented Malt Beverages Retailer’s License $ 100.00 
  
 Class “B” Fermented Malt Beverage License   $ 100.00 
 
 Temporary Class “B” Fermented Malt Beverage License $   10.00 (per day) 
 
 Temporary “Class B” Wine License    $   10.00 (per day) 
  
 “Class A” Intoxicating Liquor License    $ 500.00  
 
 “Class B” Intoxicating Liquor License    $ 500.00  
  
 “Class C” Wine License      $ 100.00 
 
 Provisional Retail       $   15.00 
 
Change of Agent: 
 
 Application        $   10.00 
 
Publication Fee: 

 
Applications filed before or on May 1st       $     5.00 

  
Applications filed after May 1st                   $   10.00 
 

 
Cigarette License: 
 
 Annual fee (license expires June 30th every year)  $  100.00 
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RENEWAL SCHEDULE FOR 2020-2021 
 LIQUOR LICENSES  

 
 
April 15: Liquor License renewal packets sent out 
 
May 1: Liquor License applications due back at City Clerk/Treasurer’s office 
 
May 11: City Clerk’s office will provide License Publication Notice to Foto News 
 
May meeting of the Health and Safety Committee (probably May 18): Review 
and approve/disapprove liquor license renewal applications 
 
May 19-June 8: Police Department will conduct background checks on all 
license applicants 
 
May 14:  License Publication Notice will be published in the Foto News 
 
June 9 (probably):  Review and approve/disapprove license renewal 
applications at Common Council meeting 
 
June 15:  Deadline to pay for liquor licenses  
 
June 15 – June 30: City Clerk’s office will ensure that all liquor licensees have 
no sanitation violations or outstanding bills which would prohibit issuance of 
license 
 
Last week of June: City Clerk’s office prepares licenses that were renewed and 
approved. Police Department will deliver the licenses. 
 
July 1: Beginning date of new licenses 
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CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● MONDAY FEBRUARY 24, 2020 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:00 PM 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday February 24, 2020 

I. Call to Order  

Alderman Hass called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Rick Blake Alderperson - Third District  Present  

John M. Van Lieshout Alderperson - Fifth District  Present  

Steve Hass Alderperson - Second District  Present  

 

Others in attendance: Fire Chief Josh Klug, Police Chief Corey Bennett, Deputy Health 
Officer Norbert Ashbeck, City Attorney Tom Hayden, Colton Van Lieshout, Piper Van 
Lieshout and City Clerk Bill Heideman. Tyler Harland was present to videotape the 
meeting for Merrill Productions.  

 

II. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

The nuisance complaint summary report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported that the report contains three "leftover" cases 
from last summer.   

2. Vouchers   

The vouchers were in the meeting packet.  
 
Motion (Van Lieshout/Blake) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

III. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Change of Agent application from Krist Oil Company, appointing Mariah A. 
Schuster agent for Krist Food Mart #88, 105 South Center Avenue.   

A copy of the application was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Van Lieshout/Blake) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 3/10/2020 7:00 PM 

2. Application from the Merrill Historical Society, 100 East Third Street, for a 
temporary Class "B" (picnic) license to sell fermented malt beverages in the 
Expo Center (303 N. Sales St.) on Saturday, March 28th, 2020, in conjunction 
with a "Merrill Mania" wrestling event.   
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday February 24, 2020 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday February 24, 2020 

A copy of the application was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Blake/Van Lieshout) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 3/10/2020 7:00 PM 

IV. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. None.   

V. Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of January 27, 2020 meeting   

The minutes were in the meeting packet.  

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Klug gave details on the highlights of the report. He noted that two reports 
have been added to the monthly report. They are the "Turnout Time" report and the "Call 
Back" report.  

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Bennett reported on ongoing training. He noted that the hiring process for a 
new officer is nearing completion.  

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   

No report submitted yet for this month.  

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

Motion (Van Lieshout/Blake) to place the minutes and monthly reports on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

VI. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

Monday, March 23rd, 2020 at 5:00 P.M. in the City Hall Common Council Chambers.  

VII. Public Comment Period 

None.  

VIII. Adjournment  

Motion (Van Lieshout/Blake) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 5:15 P.M.  
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