
CITY OF MERRILL 

COMMON COUNCIL 

AGENDA ● TUESDAY NOVEMBER 19, 2019 

 Special Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 6:00 PM 

I. Call to Order 

II. Silent Prayer 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

IV. Roll Call 

V. Public Comment Period 

VI. Ordinances:  

1. An Ordinance Adopting the 2020 City of Merrill Budget and Establishing the 
Tax Levy for the Year 2019.   

VII. Mayor's Communications 

VIII. Adjournment  

 

William N. Heideman, CMC, WCMC 
City Clerk 

 
The Merrill City Hall is accessible to the physically disadvantaged. If special accommodations are needed, 

please contact the Merrill City Hall at (715) 536-5594. 



 
 

CITY OF MERRILL 
1004 EAST FIRST STREET 

MERRILL, WI 54452 
 

 

         

 

 
ORDINANCE NO.  
Introduced:  
1st Reading:   
2nd Reading:   
3rd Reading:   

Committee/Commission Action: 

 
 AN ORDINANCE 
 
The Common Council of the City of Merrill, Wisconsin, does ordain as follows: 

Section 1.  2020 Budget.  That the proposed 2020 budget of the City of Merrill, a 
summary of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A, and dated November 19, 2019, be and 
is hereby adopted. 

Section 2.  Non-Union Compensation. Included within said budget is 1.0% wage 
increases effective December 23, 2019 and June 22, 2020 for Non-Union employees, 
except for seasonal Limited Term Employees (LTEs) and Election Officials. 
 
Section 3.  Tax Levy.  There is hereby levied a tax of $5,810,002 upon all taxable 
property within the City of Merrill as returned by the City Assessor in the year 2019 for the 
uses and purposes set for in said budget, plus the tax incremental levies associated with 
the City of Merrill’s Tax Increment Finance Districts No. 3 through No. 12.  
 
Section 4.  Tax Roll. That the City Clerk shall be, and hereby is, authorized to prepare a 
tax roll for the City of Merrill for 2019 and spread the above stated tax upon said tax roll 
together with the tax levy amounts approved by other governmental units authorized to 
impose said tax levies on taxable properties within the City of Merrill.  The City Clerk is 
further directed to sign a warrant for the collection of said tax. 
 
Section 5.  Expenditures. There is hereby appropriated out of the receipts of the City 
of Merrill for the year 2019 including monies received from the property tax levy, to the 
various funds and purposes set up in said 2020 budget, the sum of $17,644,828 as more 
fully set forth in said budget, exclusive of amounts budgeted for Tax Increment Finance 
Districts No. 3 through No. 12 and the Landfill, Water, and Sewer Utility Funds. 

 

AN ORDINANCE:  By Common Council 
 
Re: Adopting the 2020 City of Merrill Budget and 

Establishing the Tax Levy for Year 2019. 

6.1.a

Packet Pg. 2

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 B

u
d

g
et

 O
rd

 -
 2

02
0 

B
u

d
g

et
 R

ev
is

ed
  (

47
02

 :
 O

rd
in

an
ce

 o
n

 2
02

0 
B

u
d

g
et

)



Section 6.  Severability.  In the event any section, subsection, clause, phrase or portion 
of this ordinance is for any reason held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent 
provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance. 
It is the legislative intent of the Common Council that this ordinance would have been 
adopted if such illegal provision had not been included or any illegal application had not 
been made. 

Section 7.  Repeal and Effective Date.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances and resolu-
tions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect from and 
after its passage and publication. 

 
 
Moved by: 

 
Adopted: 

 
Approved: 

 
Published: 

 

Approved: 
 
 
Derek Woellner,  
Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
William N. Heideman, 
City Clerk
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Budget 2020 Suggestions - Fiscal Revised: 11/15/2019

City of Merrill - Contracting for City Attorney:

Over the past fifteen years, potential contracting for legal services has been reviewed several times.  

Result would be NO savings and less responsible to City of Merrill legal needs. To handle Joint Merrill-Tomahawk
Municipal Court, as well as City/Utility legal matters would require more than 15 hours per week.

From January 13, 2005, there is written proposal from Ament, Wulf, Frokjer & Hersil, S.C. for flat $10,000 per month
(i.e. $120,000 per year).  This would have been for potentially twenty hours for legal services/per week.

Conceptual - for illustration purposes:
  If outside legal counsel potentially charged $200 per hour

  if 15 hours per week (780 Hours) = $156,000 Increase of $144
Plus no Tomahawk revenue of $11,000

5) Contracting for City Attorney: - from 10/29/2019 Committee of Whole background information:
  Medford does not have a Municipal Court 
  City would still need full-time Administrative Assistant or there would be additional outside charges

Total City Attorney 2020 - Wages & Benefits (2,080 Hours) $155,856
Per Hour $75

  No savings and less responsive to City legal needs -
  Outside legal counsel is charging $275 per hour in 2019

  if 10 hours per week (520 Hours) = $143,000 Plus no Tomahawk revenue of $11,000

  if 15 hours per week (780 Hours) = $214,500 Increase of $58,644
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