
SKATE PARK SPECIAL MAYOR’S COMMITTEE 
 

December 17th, 2018 
 

The Merrill Skate Park Special Mayor’s Committee met on Monday, December 17th, 2018, at 4:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers at the Merrill City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Dan Wendorf, Kyle Gulke, Dakoda Branski, Ryan Bartz, Heather O’Neill 
 
Members Absent: Kate Baker 
 
Visitors Present: Mayor Woellner, MP3 
 
Wendorf called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
**Motion O’Neill, seconded by Bartz to approve the minutes from the previous two meetings (there was 
not a quorum at the previous meeting – so there was discussion only). 
 
**Carried unanimously. 
 
The next item on the agenda was public comment. There was no public comment. 
 
The next item on the agenda was to continue the design discussion. Wendorf began by informing the 
Committee that the budget passed at the last City Council Meeting and that the design request has been 
granted. Wendorf said he reached out to Spohn Ranch right afterwards to begin working on a contract 
with them. He stated that he received a draft agreement and is working with the City Attorney to ensure 
the agreement is satisfactory. Wendorf stated that once he and the City Attorney are good with any 
changes to the contract, they will sign it and send it off to Spohn Ranch and we can begin getting to 
work. Wendorf then informed the members that he met with Heather about design and she did quite a 
bit of work organizing all of the features that had been discussed over the past few months into one big 
drawing. Wendorf referenced the pictures that were in the packet of the design and asked that they 
review the drawing, along with the list of amenities and features that Heather provided. Heather drew a 
schematic of the design on the dry erase board to give a better example of the vision and led the 
discussion for the group. To summarize, she drew a design that shows a blend of plaza style along with 
transition areas, surrounded by a skate path around the perimeter. The idea incorporates all of the 
features previously discussed and the path ties it all together while tailoring to all levels of skaters (and 
bikers) with entrance points from each direction. She also pointed out the addition of blue concrete on 
the snake run area to look like the Wisconsin River and adding concrete logs and gears to represent our 
local history. O’Neill asked for feedback and Gulke said he sees his top five features as: stair sets, rails, 
manual pads, ledges, and vertical features. Bartz said he likes the design because it is open, not 
cramped, and looks to have fantastic flow. He said that one of the most important features he looks for 
when skating is continuous flow – he said it is safer and allows more people to skate multiple features. 
Mayor Woellner asked if there were waves/moguls along the skate path. He said he used to long board 
in college and thought that would be a good way to get a little speed and coast around the path. He also 
asked the skaters what some of the drawbacks are on Weston’s skate park. The explained that it is a 
nice skate park but their big bowl is dirty, has trouble with drainage and the park is cramped because 
features are too close together. The skaters said that flow within a skate park is number one 



importance. Bartz said he likes Marshfield also, stating that it has unique features and is very open. He 
said Madison’s is a fantastic street style park and the bowl is as close to a legit pool and very creative. 
Gulke asked the skaters for their thoughts on double sets and they said they really like the “3 flat 3” 
features and gaps as well. They mentioned kicker to gap with the gears or fire hydrant underneath to 
another kicker as a fun feature to have as well. Bowl vs. half pipe was asked and the skaters stated it 
depends on how they are designed. They said if a bowl is designed correctly you can actually have both 
in the same feature with a flat bottom. It was also suggested by Gulke to try and incorporate a granite 
slab into the manual pad to honor the granite history in our region. Lighting will be incorporated into the 
design and it was universally discussed to make this a comfortable and inviting place to hang out. Gulke 
asked if the Committee was still intending to make a recommendation to the Health and Safety 
Committee to lighten the restrictions on skateboarding on the sidewalks (especially out to the MARC)? 
Wendorf stated that that was the intention and that it would most likely have to come from this 
committee to Parks & Recreation Commission then to Health and Safety but that was still a great idea. 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
The next meeting will be at the call of the Chairperson. Wendorf explained that he is not sure of the 
timeline to finish a contract with Spohn Ranch and how much time he needs to get things going. 
 
**Motion Gulke, seconded by Bartz to adjourn at 5:05 p.m. 
 
**Carried unanimously. 
 
 
Dan Wendorf 
Recording Secretary 


