
 PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

November 14, 2018 
 
The Merrill Parks and Recreation Commission met on Wednesday, November 14, 2018 at 4:15 
p.m. at the Merrill City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Kyle Gulke, Dan Novitch, Joan Tabor, Brian Artac 
 
Members Excused Absent: Jean Ravn, Dave Sukow and Kate Baker 
 
Department Staff Present: Dan Wendorf and Dawn Smith 
 
Visitors: City Administrator Dave Johnson, MP3, and Rich LaValley WDNR 
 
***Motion by Tabor, seconded by Gulke to approve the minutes from the October meeting. 
 
***Carried unanimously. 
 
 ***Motion by Novitch, seconded by Gulke, to approve the claims from October 2018 
 
***Carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment: none 
 
The next item on the agenda was a presentation from Rich LaValley from the WDNR regarding 
Timber Sales at the Merrill City Forest. Rich would like to continue with timber sales cutting 20 
– 30 acres every 2 years. Rich LaValley stated that they will be finishing up the 2017 sales this 
winter and would like to start planning the 2020 timber sale. LaValley was concerned about the 
biking trails up there stating that when the timber sales are going on the bike trials in some areas 
would not be assessable. Wendorf stated that he talked with the bikers and they are aware of that. 
LaValley also was concerned if they are in there logging when the Badger State Games were 
going on there. Wendorf stated that they would have to work with that. Wendorf stated that he 
would put markings on the trails for the bikers when the logging is taking place. LaValley stated 
that it can take from 3 weeks to 8 weeks for the logging to take place. LaValley also had three 
concerns: 1. Did they want the WDNR to continue mowing at the City Forest? Wendorf stated 
that his crew mows once a year but would like to continue the working relationship with 
mowing. 2. LaValley offered to make some maps of the property showing where the bike trails 
were. Wendorf stated the Kate from the Water Utility Department would be GIS mapping the 
property. 3. Timber sale 2019, put information on website, and continues to manage the City 
Forest. Wendorf stated that would work well. LaValley also stated that he has a concern with the 
bikers up there during hunting season as they are not wearing any orange. Wendorf stated that he 
talked with them about wearing orange during the hunting season and will continue to talk with 
them to encourage safety. 
 
The next item on the agenda was an update of 2019 Operating and Capital Budget. Wendorf 
stated that there was no change in the operating budget and with the capital budget the only thing 
cut was the budget for installing the mats at the Smith Center. Then it was decided to give 
$5,000.00 towards the project. Wendorf stated that would allow for purchase of the mats but no 
install. 
 
The next item on the agenda was updates on Stange and Athletic Park projects. Wendorf stated 
that the black top was completed at Stange Park parking lot and also the basketball court. Lights 



were installed on path at Stange and they are waiting for the ground to freeze a little more to get 
the bridge in. Athletic Park light project is also on hold until the ground freezes a little more. 
Trenching and in ground conduit has been completed and everything is ready for poles and 
lights. Wendorf stated our crew is removing poles and fixtures to save money. Also we received 
the grant money from Baseball Tomorrow for $45,000. Both projects are going good otherwise. 
 
The next item on the agenda is monthly reports. Wendorf asked if anyone had any questions.  
Wendorf stated that all the trees have been planted including at the Festival Grounds and the 
entry way to the City coming off exit 208. Wendorf stated that the ice is in and everything is 
going good at the Smith Center. 
 
***Motion by Tabor, seconded by Novitch to approve the monthly board reports given by 
Wendorf. 
 
***Carried unanimously. 
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 5, 2018 at 4:15 p.m. at the 
Merrill City Hall.  
 
Public comment: none 
 
***Motion by Novitch, seconded by Tabor to adjourn at 5:15 p.m.  
 
***Carried unanimously. 
 
        Dawn Smith 
        Recording Secretary  
 
    

       
 


