
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

MINUTES ● WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 26, 2018 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 4:00 PM 

City of Merrill Board of Public Works minutes – Wednesday September 26, 2018 

1. Call to Order 

Mayor Woellner called the meeting to order at 4:00 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Rob Norton Alderperson - Seventh District Present  

John M. Van Lieshout Alderperson - Fifth District  Present  

Derek Woellner Mayor  Present  

 

Other attendees included: City Administrator Dave Johnson, Public Works Director/City 
Engineer Rod Akey, Street Superintendent Dustin Bonack, Street & Weed 
Commissioner Ron Liberty, Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Darin, Pagel, City 
Attorney Tom Hayden, Facilities Maintenance Nick Wszalek, Alderman Steve Osness, 
Mike Kunkel, Jeffrey Anderson, Matt Ritchie and City Clerk Bill Heideman. 
Representatives from Complete Control and Mechanical Incorporated were also in 
attendance. A student from Merrill Productions was in attendance to record the meeting.  

 

2. Preliminary items: 

1. Vouchers   

The vouchers were in the meeting packet.  
 
Motion (Norton/Van Lieshout) to approve.   

RESULT: APPROVED 

3. Other agenda items for consideration:  

1. Consider request from Merrill Social and Sick Benefit Society to purchase a 
portion of a City parking lot (approximately 20 feet by 60 feet on Grand 
Avenue) to facilitate expansion of the S & S Bar, 418 Grand Avenue.   

Information was in the meeting packet.  
 
City Administrator Johnson reported on the request. He recommends approval of the 
request, citing the fact that this is a taxable entity, and a business expansion would 
result in an increase in tax base.  
 
If an authorization to sell is approved, the next step would be to establish a sale price, 
which would then be considered by the Board of Public Works at a later meeting. No 
Common Council action is necessary at this time.  
 
Motion (Norton/Van Lieshout) to authorize the sale and begin the process of establishing 
a sale price.    
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RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Verbal request from a business owner for additional handicap parking 
downtown.   

Alderman Norton had requested that this be placed on the agenda. He reported that St. 

Vincent de Paul Thrift Store has requested installation of one additional handicap 

parking stall in the vicinity of their store at 1004 East Main Street. 

 

Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey requested that he be allowed to research the 

criteria for handicap parking and then report his findings at the next meeting. There was 

no objection to this request. 

 

This item will be on the October meeting agenda. 

3. Consider annexation request from Ritchie Oil for a parcel of land on Hwy G.   

Information was in the meeting packet. A map and legal description of the area to be 
annexed were distributed at the meeting. 
 
Ritchie Oil of Minocqua, WI has submitted a petition to annex a parcel on Highway G. 
They intend on using this land to install a 30,000 gallon oil tank. If the Board of Public 
Works approves the annexation, it would then go the City Plan Commission, and 
ultimately to the Common Council for consideration.     
 
Motion (Norton/Van Lieshout) to recommend approval, and refer the recommendation to 
the City Plan Commission.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

4. Consider award of fiber-optic infrastructure construction bid.   

Information was in the meeting packet. 
 
City Administrator Johnson explained that this bid is for Phase 2 of the project. Lincoln 
County is no longer involved, so the City is assuming the entire cost of the project. 
 
Six bids were received. The low bid ($489,358.80) was from Underground Systems. This 
firm was involved with Phase 1 of the project and is familiar with the City. 

 

City staff recommends approving the low bid. 
 
Motion (Van Lieshout/Norton) to approve the bid of $489,358.80 from Underground 
Systems.     

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 10/9/2018 7:00 PM 

5. Ordinance amending Chapter 2, Article IV, Section 2-81, related to standing 
committees, to combine the Board of Public Works and the Water and 
Sewage Committee.   
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The proposed ordinance was in the meeting packet.  
 
City Administrator Johnson reported that this ordinance was proposed by an alderperson 
who has since resigned. City Administrator Johnson stated that, in his opinion, 
combining is not wise because Public Works funding comes from the tax levy, but Utility 
funding comes from a user fee.  
 
Motion (Woellner) to approve. Motion failed due to lack of a second.  
 
No further action was taken.   

6. Consider recommendation and potential amendment of proposal for 
Pneumatic Control (DDC) project for the Police Wing of City Hall.  This item is 
part of an amended agenda.  

At a meeting on September 11th, 2018, the Common Council passed a motion rejecting 
a bid of $120.266 from Complete Control for DDC Conversion for the Police Wing at City 
Hall. This bid was the only bid received. The motion included a provision that the bidding 
process on this project be restarted.  
 
Facilities Maintenance Manager Wszalek suggested that perhaps bidding over again is 
not the wise thing to do, based on the facts that there was only one bidder and the bid 
amount is now a matter of public record. 
 
Alderman Osness stated that he has no opposition to Complete Control, but that he 
does not appreciate Complete Control contacting his employer. In his opinion, the 
bidding process should begin anew. Alderman Osness urged that the City always ensure 
an open and fair bidding process.  
 
The fact that only one bid was received was then discussed. Public Works Director/City 
Engineer Akey stated that perhaps that the City could improve on ways to obtain bids, 
but incorporating those changes would not guarantee additional bids.  
 
A representative from Mechanical Incorporated stated that his company would not have 
bid on the project, due to proprietary restrictions imposed in the Request for Proposal. 
He speculated that, due to these restrictions, it was no surprise that Complete Control 
was the only bidder.  
 
Motion (Norton/Van Lieshout) to approve the bid of $120.266 from Complete Control.   

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 10/9/2018 7:00 PM 

4. Monthly Reports: 

1. Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel   

The monthly report was in the meeting packet. 
 
Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel reported that miscellaneous 2018 
sidewalk work is near completion. Sidewalk marking for 2019 maintenance will begin 
upon completion of 2018 work.  

2. Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey   
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The monthly report was in the meeting packet. 
 
Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey provided a verbal status report on 2018 
projects. Planning for 2019 projects is underway.   

3. Street Superintendent Bonack   

The monthly report was in the meeting packet. 
 
Street Superintendent Bonack reported that streetlight work is ongoing. The City Garage 

water blasting and painting project is being reevaluated, due to the deteriorating 
condition of the building. Work on Bankers Square Park is progressing.    

4. Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty   

The monthly report was in the meeting packet. 
 
Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty reviewed his report. All issues are being 
addressed as necessary.   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

Motion (Norton/Van Lieshout) to place on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

5. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

Wednesday, October 24th, 24th, 2018 at 4:00 P.M. in the City Hall Common Council 
Chambers.  

6. Public Comment Period 

Alderman Osness reiterated his earlier comments regarding a contractor contacting his boss 
at work. Alderman Osness considers this serious, and stated that it should not and will not 
be tolerated. He urged that, in the future, measures be in place to prohibit this type of 
contact.   
 
A representative from Complete Control then acknowledged that he had contacted 
Alderman Osness’s supervisor. He stated that he and Alderman Osness’s supervisor are 
friends and that their phone conversation was strictly “small talk”.    

7. Adjournment 

Motion (Norton/Van Lieshout) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 4:45 P.M.  


