
Airport Commission minutes July 18, 2018 

Members present: (Chairman) Gary Schwartz, Joe Malsack, Steve Osness (Alderman), Gary Schulz. 

Also present:  Rich Mccullough (Airport Manager) and Anthony Kromire(Camera Man), Richard and 
Marlene Lussow. 

1.   Gary called meeting to order at 7 pm. 

2.   Minutes from May were discussed.  Steve made a motion to accept May's minutes, Gary Schulz 
seconded.  Motion passed. 

3.   Vouchers where discussed and passed around for inspection.  A motion was made by Joe M.  and 
seconded by Steve to approve the vouchers to be paid. Motion passed.   

4.   Runway 16/34 status:   Gary Schwartz has no real report at this time. Entitlement money will be tied 
up if we start a project. Should we use some of our entitlement money to purchase a new AWOS.  We 
will have to spend approximately $160,000. We will get some credit for the new parts we have already 
installed trying to keep the AWOS up.  The snow broom we may have money enough to pay for with the 
entitlement money. Rich will get us an exact cost before we proceed.   

5.   Discussion/Decision FAA Petition for 16/34: The city has approved the petition, but we were not told 
we needed to hold a public hearing first. This will be worked out shortly to finish the petition.    

6.    Discussion/Decision Fuel System POS Replacement: Rich is still waiting on the final price. QT 
Technologies is giving us the bid. 

7.    Discussion/Decision transfer of ownership of hangar 25: Pat Heckert is transferring ownership to his 
son Kevin Heckert. Gary Schulz made a motion to transfer ownership to Kevin. Steve O. seconded, 
motion passed. 

8.     Discussion/Decision request for natural gas to hangar 22: Rich Prange wants gas for heat to hanger. 
The cost is his, ok'd by consensus.     

9.     Lightning Suppression Project Status:  We did have another strike on the system. The boards on the 
gate that would usually short out are ok. However the main board in the old terminal was damaged.  Per 
Mar has been contacted. They are working on grounding issues and do have 3 boards in stock in 
Wausau.  They ran out when we had ours go out.  A second board went out on another storm. We are 
not wanting to pay for the boards due to they were told that the grounding was not right. running fiber 
optic line from the gate to the controller will stop possible lightning damage. They will run a line on the 
top of the fence to try and see if that corrects issues.  Lighting sensor was the oldest part of the sensor. 
That is why it went down. Weak link. 

10.    Airport Day 2018:  Joe M. reported all seems to be in line, will have to have meeting next month. 
Car parking may be a concern, they will not meet until 1 week before. Military fly over will not happen 



due to deployment. Air cup race on and scheduled. Tables and chairs all ready. We will set some chairs 
up incase public shows up to watch.          

10.    Managers Report:  LED in shop will install and have the lights for the outside lighting. Lighting in 
vestibules see if we can put a motion sensor for 10 minutes and bulbs at Dollar tree for .50 each. 
Number 1 hangar door cable broke. They repaired the cable and reset the door. Pull behind mower from 
HS.  Seems this unit has lost the starter 2 times. We are on the 3rd belt in 10 hours, battery has also 
been replaced.  The dry weather has allowed them to cut the fence all the way around the airport. 
Repaired 2 more holes in the fence. No one has seen the deer recently. The Airport has linear 35000 feet 
of fence we maintain. Runway 45 watt light bulbs are a problems getting. Rich is trying to line up bulbs. 

11.   Airport General Maintenance: Airport signage.  Same as above. 

12.    Chairman's report: none.    

13.     Aviation happenings:  Gary Schulz light sport hours now can be applied to private pilot rating. Now 
you do not have to pass a test without the complex airplane. Just need the 10 hours logged in logbook.  
Piano recital last month Gary had organized.  Hatz biplane 50th year anniversary and will be flying into 
Merrill about 9:00 am on Saturday.   

14.    Public items for next meeting.  SRE building, spray weeds on taxi ways new area, DR pull behind 
mower, LED lights installing.  

15.    Public comment: none. 

16.    A motion was made by Joe M.  and seconded by Gary Schulz to adjourn, motion passed 

 

Minutes by Joe Malsack 


