
CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA ● MONDAY JUNE 25, 2018 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:00 PM 

I. Call to Order  

II. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

2. Vouchers   

III. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Applications from Merrill Youth Hockey Association for seven temporary 
Class "B" (picnic) licenses to sell fermented malt beverages in Normal Park, 
500 North Center Avenue, during Gazebo Nights on the following 2018 dates: 
July 12th, July 19th, July 26th, August 2nd, August 9th, August 23rd and 
August 30th.   

2. Applications from Merrill Fastpitch for three temporary Class "B" (picnic) 
licenses to sell fermented malt beverages at the softball fields at the Merrill 
Area Recreation Complex (MARC), 1100 MARC Drive, during the 2018 Merrill 
Fastpitch Tournament, July 20-22, 2018.   

3. Application from Saint Stephen's United Church of Christ for a temporary 
Class "B" (picnic) license to sell fermented malt beverages at Normal Park, 
500 North Center Avenue, during Saint Stephen's Oktoberfest, September 
29th, 2018.   

4. Verbal update report from City Clerk Heideman on status of 2018-2019 
license renewal/issuance process.   

IV. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Request from Ballyhoo's for an extension of premise to sell alcoholic 
beverages from Ballyhoo's (124 N. Prospect Street)  to a fenced in area east 
of their front door into Cenotaph Park next to Park Place on July 28, 2018, in 
conjunction with Merrill Lobster Fest.   

2. Request from Merrill Social and Sick Benefit Society to change the premises 
description associated with their Class B Combination license for S & S Bar, 
418 Grand Avenue, to include a beer garden on a lot on the east end of the 
bar building.   

V. Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of May 21, 2018 meeting   

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   



Agenda Health and Safety Monday June 25, 2018 

VI. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

VII. Public Comment Period 

VIII. Adjournment  
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CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● MONDAY MAY 21, 2018 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:00 PM 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday May 21, 2018 

I. Call to Order  

Alderman Sukow called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Dave Sukow Alderperson - Sixth District  Present  

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Present 5:10 PM 

John M. Van Lieshout Alderperson - Fifth District  Present  

 

Also in attendance: City Administrator Dave Johnson, Mayor Derek Woellner, Police 
Chief Corey Bennett, Fire Chief Josh Klug, Deputy Health Officer Norbert Ashbeck, Fire 
Battalion Chief Phil Skoug, Kandy Peterson and City Clerk Bill Heideman.  

 

II. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

The nuisance complaint report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported that there are orders on all cases listed, with the 
exception of one case. In that case, an extension has been granted, because much 
progress has already been made and progress continues.    
 
Committee members and Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck made positive comments 
regarding the new nuisance complaint format report.  

2. Vouchers   

The vouchers were in the meeting packet.  
 
Motion (Sukow/Van Lieshout) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

III. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Application from VFW Post 1638 for a temporary Class "B" (picnic) license to 
sell fermented malt beverages in the VFW Fairstand and in an area under the 
grandstand at the Merrill Festival Grounds during the Merrill Tractor Pull, July 
7, 2018.   

Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Van Lieshout/Sukow) to approve.   
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday May 21, 2018 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday May 21, 2018 

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 6/12/2018 7:00 PM 

2. Applications from Merrill Wrestling Club for five temporary Class "B" (picnic) 
licenses to sell fermented malt beverages in a fenced-in area at the Merrill 
Festival Grounds during the Lincoln County Free Fair, August 15-August 19, 
2018.   

Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the applications.  
 
Motion (Van Lieshout/Sukow) to approve.   

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 6/12/2018 7:00 PM 

3. 2018-2019 Liquor License Applications (per list)   

Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the applications at this time.  
 
Motion (Van Lieshout/Sukow) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 6/12/2018 7:00 PM 

IV. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Consider ordinance amending Code of Ordinances Chapter 26, Article V, 
Section 26-136, to add language to the definition of tobacco products.  This is 
part of an amended agenda.  

A copy of the proposed ordinance was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Bennett explained that this ordinance was drafted at the request of School 
Resource Office Heckendorf and the Merrill Area Public Schools (MAPS), based on 
increased e-cigarette usage by young people. The proposed ordinance would add e-
cigarette devices and “vaping” devices to the definition of tobacco products.   
 
Motion (Van Lieshout/Sukow) to approve. 

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 6/12/2018 7:00 PM 

2. Begin discussion of safety concerns in pickup/drop-off areas at various 
schools.   

Alderman Van Lieshout has requested that this item be placed on the agenda. He 

reported that he has received calls from citizens who expressed concerns related to 

potential safety issues at school student pickup/drop off areas. Police Chief Bennett 

reviewed some of the circumstances that have led to the concerns. 
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday May 21, 2018 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday May 21, 2018 

Alderman Van Lieshout stated that it would not make sense to make any changes now, 

with only two weeks remaining in the school year. Rather, he is raising the issue now to 

encourage discussions between school officials and the Police Department to resolve 

these potential problems before the beginning of the new school year in the fall. Police 

Chief Bennett noted that the school system and the Police Department have contacted 

parents to encourage them to have their children walk or ride the bus to school, to help 

alleviate some the vehicular congestion before and after school. 

 

No action was taken at this time. 

 

Alderman Russell arrived at the meeting at 5:10 P.M. and assumed the Chairperson 

responsibilities for the remainder of the meeting. He then welcomed new Fire Chief Josh 

Klug. 

3. Continue discussion of safety concerns at the skateboard park.   

Alderman Sukow stated that he has requested that Parks and Recreation Director 

Wendorf get this issue placed on future Parks and Recreation Commission meeting 

agendas. 

 

Traffic and pedestrian crossing concerns at the current skateboard park were discussed. 

 

No action was taken. 

V. Minutes & Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of April 26, 2018 Meeting   

The minutes were in the meeting packet.  
 
Motion (Sukow/Van Lieshout) to approve.   

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Monthly Report - Interim Fire Chief Krause   

The monthly report was in the meeting packet. 
 
Battalion Chief Skoug shared data on the April EMS calls. 
 
Alderman Russell thanked the Fire Department for their presence and support at the 
Northwoods Veterans Post groundbreaking ceremony on May 19th

. 

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

The monthly report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Computerized Vehicle Registration (CVR) revenue continues to decrease, as more and 
more places offer this service. Police Chief Bennett will be reviewing the service to 
determine if fee amounts need adjusting. 

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday May 21, 2018 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday May 21, 2018 

The monthly report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Alderman Sukow and City Administrator Johnson stated that top-notch work is being 
done at the Humane Society. Alderman Russell agreed, adding that the volunteers also 
contribute to the high-quality of services being provided.    

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

Motion (Sukow/Van Lieshout) to place on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

VI. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

Monday, June 25th, 2018 at 5:00 P.M. in the City Hall Common Council Chambers.  

VII. Public Comment Period 

None.  

VIII. Adjournment  

Motion (Van Lieshout/Sukow) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 5:29 P.M.  
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MERRILL FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Monthly Report May 2018 

 
Operations 

Month EMS Incidents 
EMS Incidents 
Motor Vehicle     

Crash 
Structure Fire Other Fires 

Other Hazards 
&             

Service Calls 
Mutual Aid 

Total 
Incidents for 

Month 

               
January 147 2 0 1 10 1 161 

February 153 3 0 1 7 2 166 

March 142 2 0 1 6 0 151 

April 172 3 0 1 8 1 185 

May 169 4 0 6 9 2 190 

June        

July        

August        

September        

October        

November        

December        

         
Year to  

Date Total 783 14 0 10 40 6 853 

        

EMS 

       

Month Total EMS Patients Transfers Stand-by 
Stand By 

Tomahawk Expenses Total Billing 
              

January 148 10 2 1 $99,807.75 $114,215.70 

February 162 18 3 1 $83,029.89 $113,255.87 

March 150 18 0 0 $79,214.47 $117,027.40 

April 175 19 0 1 $74,967.34 $125,860.40 

May 178 19 0  1  $121,605.70 

June        

July       

August       

September       

October       

November        

December       
        

Total YTD 813  84  5  4  $337,019.45 $591,965.07 
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Page | 2 

Community Care Paramedic 
 Requests for Service Patient Visits  

Month 9 15  
Year to Date 16 25  

    

Training 
 Number of trainings offered 36  
 Number of Staff attending 309  
 Number of Staff Hours 378.41  
    

Trainings this month included:  Aerial operations with the new aerial truck, Hose Testing to NFPA standards, building 
walkthrough for Stonebridge Apartments, Boat operation training practical, and sonar operation. Continued training for a 
probationary firefighter, and response and treatment of Acute MI/STEMI 
 

Fire Prevention Bureau 
 Total Inspections 145  
 Number of Violations 97  
 Number of Corrected Violations 50  
 Number of Staff Hours this month 104.30 hours  
    

Public Education & Community Activities 
05-01-2018 Blood Pressure Screening for residents of Jenny Towers 
05-01-2018 St. John’s School Ride in Fire Truck to School 

05-03-2018 Kids lunch at Fire Station for Fire Prevention N.T.C. Academy 

05-04-2018 Participated in the Optimist Law Day at Prairie River Middle School 

05-07-2018 Cub Scout’s fire safety talk and extinguisher demonstration 

05-08-2018 Healthcare Provider CPR class for 8 people from Pine Crest Nursing Home  

05-12-2018 Participated in Kids Wellness Day at Riverside Athletic Club 

05-14-2018 Blood Pressure Screening for residents of Park Place 

05-15-2018 BC Skoug on WJMT Community Scan 

05-16-2018 Staff participated in exit interviews at Prairie River Middle School 
05-17-2018 Heartsaver CPR and First Aid class for 10 people from Jefferson School 
05-19-2018 Standby for Mental Awareness walk 
05-19-2018 Attended the Groundbreaking Ceremony for the new V.F.W. Post building 
05-21-2018 Chief Klug’s first official day 
05-22-2018 Healthcare Provider Skill exam for 1 person 
05-28-2018 Attended the Memorial Day ceremony at Merrill high School 
05-29-2018 Station tour for students from Washington School 
05-29-2018 Heartsaver CPR class for 10 people from Trinity Lutheran Church 
05-30-2018 Fire Drill for Prairie River Middle School 
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