
CITY OF MERRILL 

COMMON COUNCIL 

MINUTES ● TUESDAY JUNE 12, 2018 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 7:00 PM 

City of Merrill Common Council minutes – Tuesday June 12, 2018 

1. Call to Order 

Mayor Woellner called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Present  

Pete Lokemoen Alderperson - Second District Present  

Ryan Schwartzman Alderperson - Third District & Council 
President  

Present  

Steve Osness Alderperson - Fourth District  Present  

John M. Van 
Lieshout 

Alderperson - Fifth District  Present  

Dave Sukow Alderperson - Sixth District  Present  

Rob Norton Alderperson - Seventh District Present  

Tim Meehean Alderperson - Eighth District Present  

Derek Woellner Mayor  Present  

 

Also in attendance: Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod Akey, Street 

Superintendent Dustin Bonack, Police Captain Greg Hartwig, City Attorney Tom Hayden, 

Fire Chief Josh Klug, Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Darin Pagel, Utility 

Operations Manager Gabe Steinagel, Library Director Stacy Stevens, Finance Director 

Kathy Unertl, Park and Recreation Director Dan Wendorf and City Clerk Bill Heideman.  

 

2. Silent Prayer 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Roll Call 

5. Public Comment Period 

Val Mindak (Park City Credit Union) thanked Mayor Woellner for adding an agenda item to 
review the current City Strategic Plan. She noted that, in May, Mayor Woellner met with a 
group of Merrill business leaders. She explained that these leaders are looking forward to a 
bright future for Merrill, and clear goals and an updated City Strategic Plan are critical. She 
expressed hope that Mayor Woellner would schedule meetings to update the City Strategic 
Plan, beginning in July.    

6. Communications and Petitions: 

1. Petition objecting to the proposed discontinuance of a portion of Cedar Street.   

It was noted that a petition objecting to the proposed discontinuance of a portion of 
Cedar Street has been received and placed on file. The petition included 26 names.  

7. Public Hearing(s): 

1. Public Hearing on a petition to vacate a portion of Cedar Street.   

City Attorney Hayden read the public hearing notice. 
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Motion (Schwartzman/Meehean) to open the public hearing. Carried. 
 
Mayor Woellner provided verbal information on the guidelines that will be effect for the 
duration of the public hearing. He then provided information on both the petition to 
vacate and the objection petition. He noted that a two-thirds affirmative vote of the 
Common Council members would be necessary to approve the vacation. 
 
James Asinas, 1003 Cedar Street, spoke against the street vacation.   
 
Jody Malsack, 606 East Sixth Street, spoke in favor of the street vacation.  
 
Motion (Meehean/Norton to close the public hearing. Carried.  

8. Resolution from Public Hearing:  

1. A Resolution authorizing the vacation of a portion of Cedar Street for 
commercial development.   

WHEREAS, Joseph Breaman, Owner of Breaman Investments, LLC. has 
requested, by petition, the vacating of a portion of Cedar Street for expansion of the 
business located at 1301 Center Avenue, Merrill, and; 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works on March 28, 2018 and the City Plan 

Commission on April 4, 2018 have recommended such vacation; 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 12th day of June 2018, that the following described 
street be vacated: 

 
Located in the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 12, Township 31N, Range 6E, City of 
Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin: Beginning at a point 20 feet north of the NW corner of 
AP 239, thence north along the east ROW line of Cedar Street 114’ to the southern 
ROW line of N Center Avenue, thence southwest 87’ along the southern ROW line of N 
Center Avenue to the western ROW line of Cedar Street, thence south 58’ along the 
west ROW line of Cedar Street, thence east 66’ to the point of beginning. 
 
The City of Merrill reserves an easement for construction and maintenance purposes 
related to utilities serving the public currently located in, on or around the vacated area. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City hereby declares that the public 
interest requires this street vacation, and the portion of the street to be vacated is not 
needed for public purposes and hereby declares that the portion vacated shall revert, to 
the extent permitted by law, to the adjoining property owners. 
 
Motion (Meehean/Norton) to approve.  
 
Alderman Schwartzman requested that the rules be suspended to grant floor privileges 
to Joseph Breaman, to allow him to explain the effect that a disallowance of the street 
vacation would have on the expansion plans. Without objection, it was so ordered.  
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Joseph Breaman explained the planned expansion, noting that, if the street vacation is 
not approved, the expansion would need to be downsized.  
 
Motion (Russell/Schwartzman) to amend by adding resolution language that stipulates 
that, prior to commencing construction, Breaman’s be required to submit a final 
development plan to the Board of Public Works, and receive Board of Public Works 
approval of the plan. Motion to amend carried. 
 
Clerk’s Note: As a result of the amendment being approved, the following language was 
added at the end of the resolution: 
 

“AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no construction or development, on, 
over or under the vacated street area shall commence until the City of Merrill Board of 
Public Works has approved a final development plan submitted to it by Breaman 
Investment LLC.” 

 
A roll call vote to approve, as amended, resulted in 7 “Yes” votes and 1 “No” vote. Voting 
No - Alderman Lokemoen.  

RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED 

9. Minutes of previous Common Council meeting(s): 

1. Minutes of May 8, 2018 meeting   

Motion (Schwartzman/Osness) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

10. Revenue & Expense Reports(s): 

1. Revenue & Expense Report for Period Ending May 31, 2018   

Motion (Meehean/Russell) to approve.   

RESULT: APPROVED 

11. Board of Public Works: 

1. Consider bid(s) on M2018-05 Streets Surface Project.  The Board of Public 
Works recommends approving the bid of $1,003,629.80 from Melvin 
Companies Ready Mix Concrete.   

Motion (Schwartzman/Lokemoen) to approve the bid of $1,003,629.80 from Melvin 
Companies Ready Mix Concrete.   

RESULT: APPROVED 

12. City Plan Commission: 

1. Site plan for maintenance garage at Pine Crest Nursing Home, 2100 East 
Sixth Street.  The City Plan Commission recommends approval.  

Motion (Schwartzman/Lokemoen) to approve.  
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RESULT: APPROVED 

13. Health and Safety Committee: 

1. Application from VFW Post 1638 for a temporary Class "B" (picnic) license to 
sell fermented malt beverages in the VFW Fairstand and in an area under the 
grandstand at the Merrill Festival Grounds during the Merrill Tractor Pull, July 
7, 2018.  The Health and Safety Committee recommends approval.  

Motion (Sukow/Russell) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Applications from Merrill Wrestling Club for five temporary Class "B" (picnic) 
licenses to sell fermented malt beverages in a fenced-in area at the Merrill 
Festival Grounds during the Lincoln County Free Fair, August 15-August 19, 
2018.  The Health and Safety Committee recommends approval.  

Motion (Van Lieshout/Russell) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

3. 2018-2019 Liquor License Applications (per list).  The Health and Safety 
Committee recommends approval.  

Motion (Meehean/Russell) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

14. Personnel and Finance Committee: 

1. Consider writing off 2017 over-collected Personal Property tax bill of 
$2,125.11 for Caterpillar Financial Services Corp.  The Personnel and 
Finance Committee recommends approval.  

Motion (Schwartzman/Russell) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

15. Placing Committee Reports on File: 

1. Consider placing the following committee reports on file: Airport Commission, 
Board of Public Works, Board of Review, City Plan Commission, Committee 
of the Whole, Festival Grounds Committee, Health & Safety Committee, 
Housing Authority, Library Board, Merrill Enrichment Center Committee, 
Parks & Recreation Commission, Personnel & Finance Committee, 
Redevelopment Authority and Water & Sewage Disposal Committee.   

Motion (Sukow/Osness) to place on file.  
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RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

16. Ordinances: 

1. An Ordinance amending Code of Ordinances Chapter 26, Article V, Section 
26-136, to add language to the definition of tobacco products (Ordinance 
#2018-04).   

City Attorney gave the ordinance a first reading. 

 

Motion (Meehean/Russell) to suspend the rules and give the ordinance a second 

reading and a third reading by title only. Carried. 

 

City Attorney Hayden gave the ordinance a second reading and a third reading by title 

only. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Paul Russell, Alderperson - First District 

SECONDER: Tim Meehean, Alderperson - Eighth District 

AYES: Russell, Lokemoen, Schwartzman, Osness, Van Lieshout, Sukow, Norton, 

Meehean 

17. Resolutions: 

1. A Resolution approving the 2017 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report for 
the City of Merrill Wastewater Treatment Plant.   

WHEREAS, the City of Merrill is required by the Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources (WDNR) to complete a Compliance Maintenance Annual Report on 

its Wastewater Treatment Plant; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Water and Sewage Committee, of the City of Merrill, has 

reviewed the Compliance Maintenance Report for the year 2017, and has determined 

that it reflects the performance of the Wastewater Treatment Plant during 2017; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the report indicates a need for continued improvements at the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant and its operations to meet the requirements set forth by the 

WDNR; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN, this 12th day of June, 2018, that: 

 

1. The Compliance Maintenance Annual Report for 2017 is hereby approved and 
authorized to be filed with the WDNR. 
 

2. That the Compliance Maintenance Annual Report for 2017 is an accurate indication of 
the performance of the City of Merrill Wastewater Treatment Plant for the year 2017. 
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Motion (Norton/Schwartzman) to approve. 

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. A Resolution appointing Lincoln County Humane Society as an additional 
collection official for dog licensing taxes for the City.   

WHEREAS, under Wis. Stats. Section 174.065, the collecting official for the dog 
license tax is the City of Merrill Treasurer; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Lincoln County Humane Society has agreed to assist year-round 

with dog licensing for pets within the City of Merrill, effective December 1, 2018; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Personnel and Finance Committee, on May 21, 2018, 

recommended that the City of Merrill Common Council appoint the Lincoln County 
Humane Society as a year-round Collection Official for dog license taxes effective 
December 1st, 2018; 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 12th day of June, 2018, that the City of Merrill 
Common Council, does hereby appoint the Lincoln County Humane Society as a year-
round Collection Official for dog license taxes effective December 1st, 2018. 
 
Motion (Schwartzman/Meehean) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

18. General Items (amended agenda): 

1. Review of current City Strategic Plan   

The current City Strategic Plan was in the meeting packet.  
 
Mayor Woellner had placed this item on the agenda. He noted that some, but not all, 
members of the Common Council were in office when the current plan was adopted.  
 
Alderman Lokemoen suggested that, when updating the plan, the current plan could be 
used as a framework, with changes made as necessary.  
 
Alderman Russell recommended scheduling a special event or series of meetings to 
update the plan.  
 
Several Common Council members suggested holding one or several Committee of the 
Whole meetings to accomplish the update. It was also suggested that future Committee 
of the Whole meetings include orientation for new Common Council members. It was 
agreed that, prior to meetings being held, some pre-planning for the Strategic Plan 
update is necessary.     

19. Mayor's Communications 

Mayor Woellner reported that he is creating an ad-hoc committee to address a potential new 
skateboard park. The committee will focus on location, planning and fundraising.   
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An ad-hoc committee to address City internet access is also being created. In the future, 
Mayor Woellner will be creating other ad-hoc committees to address topics related to future 
planning. 
 
Mayor Woellner has signed a Proclamation related to Elder Abuse Awareness. He reminded 
everyone to be mindful of the reality of elder abuse.    

20. Adjournment 

Motion (Norton/Schwartzman) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 7:54 P.M.  


