
CITY OF MERRILL 

COMMON COUNCIL 

MINUTES ● TUESDAY APRIL 17, 2018 

 Reorganizational Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 7:00 PM 

City of Merrill Common Council minutes – Tuesday April 17, 2018 

I. Call to Order 

Mayor Bialecki called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Present  

Pete Lokemoen Alderperson - Second District Present  

Ryan Schwartzman Alderperson - Third District Present  

Kandy Peterson Alderperson - Fourth District Absent  

John Burgener Alderperson - Fifth District & President Excused  

Mary Ball Alderperson - Sixth District Present  

Rob Norton Alderperson - Seventh District Present  

Tim Meehean Alderperson - Eighth District Present  

Bill Bialecki Mayor Present  

 

II. Silent Prayer  

III. Pledge of Allegiance  

IV. Roll Call for current Common Council 

V. Public Comment Period  

Mayor Bialecki stated that he had enjoyed working with everyone during his tenure.  
 
Mayor-Elect Woellner thanked Alderwoman Peterson, Alderwoman Ball, Alderman Burgener 
and Mayor Bialecki for their service.   

VI. Oath of Office for Alderpersons 

Branch II Circuit Court Judge Robert Russell administered the Oath of Office to the following 
alderpersons: Paul Russell (District #1), Pete Lokemoen (District #2), Ryan Schwartzman 
(District #3), Steve Osness (District #4), John Van Lieshout (District #5), Dave Sukow 
(District #6), Rob Norton (District #7) and Tim Meehean (District #8).  

VII. Oath of Office for other Elected Officials: 

 Mayor   

Branch II Circuit Court Judge Robert Russell administered the Oath of Office to Mayor 
Derek Woellner.  

 City Clerk   

Branch II Circuit Court Judge Robert Russell administered the oath of office to City Clerk 
Bill Heideman.  

 Street & Weed Commissioner   

Branch II Circuit Court Judge Robert Russell administered the Oath of Office to Street & 
Weed Commissioner Ron Liberty.  

 Joint Municipal Court Judge   
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Branch II Circuit Court Judge Robert Russell administered the Oath of Office to Joint 
Municipal Court Judge Ned Seubert.  

VIII. Roll call for newly-elected Common Council  

Roll call for the newly-elected Common Council showed all alderpersons were present.  

IX. Elections and Mayor's Appointments: 

1. Elect President of the Common Council   

Motion (Meehean/Osness) to nominate Ryan Schwartzman for Common Council 
President. 
 
Motion (Van Lieshout/Sukow) to nominate Pete Lokemoen for Common Council 
President.  
 
No more nominations were submitted. 
 
A secret ballot resulted in a 4-4 tie.  
 
A second secret ballot results in five votes for Ryan Schwartzman and three votes for 
Pete Lokemoen. Therefore, Ryan Schwartzman was elected as Common Council 
President. 

2. Elect Alderperson member of the City Plan Commission   

Motion (Meehean/Schwartzman) to nominate Pete Lokemoen as Alderperson member 

of the City Plan Commission. 

 

Motion (Lokemoen/Schwartzman) to nominate John Van Lieshout as Alderperson 

member of the City Plan Commission. 

 

No other nominations were submitted.  

 

A secret ballot resulted in five votes for Pete Lokemoen and three votes for John Van 

Lieshout. Therefore, Pete Lokemoen was elected as Alderperson member of the City 

Plan Commission. 

3. Mayor's Appointments   

Mayor Woellner requested that the list of appointments be amended to include himself 
as a member of the Redevelopment Authority.  
 
Motion (Lokemoen/Meehean) to amend the appointment list to add Mayor Woellner as a 
member of the Redevelopment Authority. On a roll call vote, the motion carried 5-3. 
Voting No - Alderman Schwartzman, Alderman Norton and Alderman Meehean.  
 
Motion (Schwartzman/Lokemoen) to approve the appointments, as amended. On a roll 
call vote, the motion carried 5-3. Voting No - Alderman Schwartzman, Alderman Norton 
and Alderman Meehean.   
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X. Resolutions: 

1. A Resolution designating official newspaper for the City of Merrill (Resolution 
#2558).   

WHEREAS, Section 985.03 of the Wisconsin Statutes requires the designation of 
an official newspaper for the printing of all the City’s Official Business; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Merrill Courier has qualified for such designation. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 17th day of April, 2018, that the Merrill Courier of 
Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin, shall be and is hereby designated, until further action, 
as the official newspaper for the City of Merrill. 

 
Motion (Schwartzman/Sukow) to approve. 

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. A Resolution designating office depositories for the City of Merrill (Resolution 
#2559).   

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MERRILL, 

WISCONSIN this 17th day of April, 2018, that the following financial institutions shall be 

qualified as public depositories under Chapter 34 of the Wisconsin Statutes, and shall be 

and hereby are designated until further action as public depositories for all public monies 

coming into the hands of the Treasurer for the City of Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin: 

 

BMO Harris Bank, Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin 

Lincoln Community Bank, Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin 

River Valley Bank, Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin 

Local Government Investment Pool, State of Wisconsin Treasurer   

Merrill Community Bank - Branch of Tomahawk Community Bank, Merrill, Lincoln 

County, Wisconsin 

Park City Credit Union, Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin 

Associated Bank, N.A., Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin 

Edward Jones, Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin 

 

City Attorney Hayden requested that the language referring to “State of Wisconsin 
Treasurer” be changed to simply “State of Wisconsin”. Without objection, it was so 
ordered.  
 
Motion (Meehean/Schwartzman) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

3. A Resolution honoring Candace "Kandy" Peterson for her extended service 
and great contribution to the City of Merrill (Resolution #2560).   
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WHEREAS, Candace “Kandy” Peterson is retiring as Fourth District Alderperson 

of the City of Merrill; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Candace “Kandy” Peterson has served as an alderperson for the 

City of Merrill since April 20, 2010; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the personal commitment and unselfish dedication Candace “Kandy” 

Peterson has put forth has contributed greatly to the growth, progress and stability of the 

City of Merrill; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Merrill offers a solid and stable community environment 

for all of its citizens in part because of Candace “Kandy” Peterson’s dedicated service; 

and, 

 

WHEREAS, Candace “Kandy” Peterson’s cheerful manner and hard work will be 

missed at the Merrill City Hall; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 17th day of April, 2018, that the Common Council, 

and the people of Merrill officially acknowledge with deep appreciation the dedicated and 

faithful service Candace “Kandy” Peterson has given to the City of Merrill and commend 

her for those years of service. 

 

Motion (Common Council/Common Council) to approve. 

RESULT: APPROVED 

4. A Resolution honoring Mary Ball for her extended service and great 
contribution to the City of Merrill (Resolution #2561).   

WHEREAS, Mary Ball is retiring as Sixth District Alderperson of the City of 
Merrill; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Mary Ball has served as an alderperson for the City of Merrill since 

April 19, 2016; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the personal commitment and unselfish dedication Mary Ball has put 

forth has contributed greatly to the growth, progress and stability of the City of Merrill; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Merrill offers a solid and stable community environment 

for all of its citizens in part because of Mary Ball’s dedicated service; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Mary Ball’s cheerful manner and hard work will be missed at the 

Merrill City Hall; 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 17th day of April, 2018, that the Common Council, 
and the people of Merrill officially acknowledge with deep appreciation the dedicated and 
faithful service Mary Ball has given to the City of Merrill and commend her for those 
years of service. 

 
Motion (Common Council/Common Council) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

5. A Resolution honoring John Burgener for his extended service and great 
contribution to the City of Merrill (Resolution #2562).   

WHEREAS, John Burgener is retiring as Fifth District Alderperson of the City of 
Merrill; and, 

 
WHEREAS, John Burgener has served as an alderperson for the City of Merrill 

since April 18, 2006; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the personal commitment and unselfish dedication John Burgener 

has put forth has contributed greatly to the growth, progress and stability of the City of 
Merrill; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Merrill offers a solid and stable community environment 

for all of its citizens in part because of John Burgener’s dedicated service; and, 
 
WHEREAS, John Burgener’s cheerful manner and hard work will be missed at 

the Merrill City Hall; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 17th day of April, 2018, that the Common Council, 
and the people of Merrill officially acknowledge with deep appreciation the dedicated and 
faithful service John Burgener has given to the City of Merrill and commend him for 
those years of service. 

 
Motion (Common Council/Common Council) to approve. 

RESULT: APPROVED 

XI. Mayor's Address 

Mayor Woellner stated that he ran for office on a “Unity Platform” which featured eight goals. 
For the next four years, his policy will be driven by this platform and associated goals.         

XII. Adjournment  

Motion (Schwartzman/Norton) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 7:25 P.M.  


