
CITY OF MERRILL 

FESTIVAL GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● THURSDAY FEBRUARY 1, 2018 

 Regular Meeting Bierman Building 6:00 PM 

City of Merrill Festival Grounds Committee minutes – Thursday February 1, 2018 

I. Call to Order 

Alderman Norton called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Rob Norton Alderperson - Seventh District Present  

Tim Meehean Alderperson - Eighth District Present  

Bill Bialecki Mayor Present  

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Present  

Neal Christensen Food Vendor Rep. Present  

Bryan Bloch Rodeo Assn. Rep. Excused  

Brad Becker Fair Assn. Rep.  Excused  

 

Also in attendance: City Administrator Dave Johnson, City Attorney Tom Hayden, 
Festival Grounds Manager Richard Bjorklund, Alderwoman Kandy Peterson, Alderman 
Ryan Schwartzman, Diane Wais, George Henrich Jr., James Kreger and City Clerk Bill 
Heideman. Alderman Russell departed at 6:45 P.M.   

 

II. Minutes of previous meeting(s): 

1. Minutes of January 4, 2018 meeting   

Motion (Bialecki/Meehean) to approve. 

RESULT: APPROVED 

III. Agenda items for consideration: 

1. Discussion of use of grounds adjacent to Expo Center for Wausaubicon, June 
16, 2018   

Diane Wais reported that a lady from the Wausaubicon group planned on attending the 
meeting. However, the lady was unable to attend. 
 
The Wausaubicon group will be having an event at the grounds on Saturday, June 16th, 
2018. They have also inquired whether it might be possible to camp on the grounds that 
night, after the completion of the event.   
 
City Administrator Johnson suggested that camping would be possible, with some 
restrictions. The camping would be for one night only (June 16th). It is estimated that a 
maximum of ten people would be camping.   
 
Motion (Meehean/Russell) to approve camping for the Wausaubicon group on the night 
of June 16th. Campsites would be located on the south side of the Festival Grounds. The 
total fee for all campers would be $100, and an additional $100 deposit would be 
required.   
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RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Continue discussion and reporting of alcohol licensing   

Festival Ground Manager Bjorklund reported that discussion with a potential licensee 

continues. This will be discussed further at the March meeting. 

 

No action was taken at this time. 

3. Fair financial report/update from Fair Assn. Rep. Becker   

Fair Association Rep. Becker was not at the meeting. 
 
Festival Grounds Manager Bjorklund reported that the carnival booked for 2018 
(Spectrum) will be in New Berlin during the first week of July. All are invited to travel to 
New Berlin to get a preview of the carnival booked for our 2018 fair.  
 
A Monster Truck show has been booked for the 2018 fair. 

4. Review Capital Improvement list   

A draft a ten-year (2018-2027) Capital Project list was in the meeting packet. It was 

noted that certain projects have been moved up, based on the receipt of a grant. 

 

Landscaping in and around the grounds was discussed. Two maps of the grounds area 

were distributed. The trees on East Sixth Street will be removed, as will the trees on 

Memorial Drive. 

 

There is still a possibility that the City will obtain the fencing currently being used for the 

Park City Credit Union building project. At this time, fencing of the grounds is scheduled 

for 2021. Fencing and gates installation will be done at the same time.  

 

The northwest restroom renovation project ($40,000) was then discussed. It was 

reported that the structure will not need to be replaced, but the facilities are in need of 

replacement. It was decided to move up this project from 2020 to 2019. 

 

Paving at the grounds was then discussed. 

 

It was agreed that Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey should continue research 

and consideration of the various projects. Consideration of the list will continue at future 

meetings. 

 

As always, the plan is a “living document”, subject to change as circumstances dictate. 

5. Update on clay for the arena   

Representing the Rodeo Association, George Henrich Jr. reported that, in February, 

Musson Brothers (Rhinelander) will be hauling in 12 to 14 loads of clay for the arena 

area. Additional clay will be placed on the outside of the arena. 
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Merrill Gravel and Construction will pulverize the clay. All work will be done under the 

supervision of Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey. 

 

No action was necessary, requested or taken. 

IV. Monthly Reports: 

1. Food Vendor Rep. Christensen   

Food Vendor Rep. Christensen reported that the permanent stand group did planning at 

their January meeting. They are still working on a document that will provide contact 

information as well as other information related to the permanent stands. The group is 

scheduled to meet again on February 22nd.   

2. Festival Grounds Manager Bjorklund   

The report was in the meeting packet. 
 
Festival Grounds Manager Bjorklund reported that he attended the Wisconsin Fairs 
Conference. Multiple radio stations have expressed interest in holding events on the 
grounds. Although he stated it was doubtful that the grounds would be booked for “big” 
events, Festival Grounds Manager Bjorklund expressed confidence that the types of 
events being considered by the radio stations, are strong possibilities as future events. 

V. Public Comment Period 

Alderman Norton thanked Mayor Bialecki for chairing the January meeting. 
 
The Riders Club will not be having any activities at the Festival Grounds in 2018. 
 
The “Taste of Merrill” event has been cancelled.  
 
City Administrator Johnson reported that a local restaurant is interesting in holding an Easter 
event in 2018.  
 
Food Vendor Rep. Christensen referred to a flyer providing information on events/facilities in 
Athens.    

VI. Establish date, time and location of next meeting 

Thursday, March 1st, 2018 at 6:00 P.M. in the Bierman Center.   

VII. Adjournment 

Motion (Meehean/Bialecki) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 6:55 P.M.  


