
 PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

November 1, 2017 
 
The Merrill Parks and Recreation Commission met on Wednesday, November 1, 2017 at 4:15 
p.m. at the Merrill City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Brian Artac, John Burgener, Dave Sukow, Jean Ravn, Joan Tabor and Mike 
Willman 
 
Members Excused Absent: John Burgener, Melissa Schroeder 
 
Department Staff Present: Dan Wendorf and Dawn Smith 
 
Visitors: City Administrator Dave Johnson, Erik Pfantz, Kyle Gulke, Kandy Peterson 
 
 ***Motion by Sukow, seconded by Ravn to approve the minutes from the November meeting. 
 
***Carried unanimously. 
 
 ***Motion by Artac, seconded by Tabor, to approve the claims. 
 
***Carried Unanimously. 
 
The first item on the agenda was a request by City Administrator to discuss payment by vendors 
at Festival Grounds for Labor Day event. City Administrator stated that all vendors are now 
going to have to pay something for being a vendor at any event held at the Festival Grounds. 
There will be no fee waivers. City Administrator stated all the permanent vendors have to pay a 
yearly fee so it would not be fair to let in other vendors without paying a fee. Wendorf stated that 
the Festival Grounds committee needs to come up with a price and give it to the Park and 
Recreation commission. City Administrator Johnson stated that he will bring something back to 
the Park and Recreation commission in December.  
 
The next item on the agenda was continued discussion on potential Agra Pavilion fees and 
maintenance agreement development. Wendorf stated that he met with some of the River Bend 
Trail members and discussed some options. Option 1 is RDDF to operate and maintain the 
pavilion. Option 2 is the City assumes control and operates and maintains. If we do it we would 
use any revenue to offset costs and if contribute a percent it would go to trail/building expenses.   
Wendorf stated that they will not start taking reservations in January; he doesn’t believe all 
renovations will be complete by this time. Reservations will hopefully start in June of next year. 
Continued discussion on rental and maintenance will continue with the River Bend Trail 
members. Wendorf will update in December again. 
 
The next item on the agenda was update on River Bend Trail projects. Wendorf stated that 
everything is running smoothly and pavement should be complete, weather dependent, within the 
next week or so. Pavilion is progressing; overhangs are framed and will be covered within a 
week. Windows are in, garage doors done; restrooms/kitchen areas are being framed in.  
 
The next item on the agenda was a update of 2018 budgetary process. Wendorf stated that so far 
everything requested has been approved. 
 
The next item on the agenda was monthly reports. Wendorf asked if anyone had any questions. 
Sukow asked if a lot of vandalism was happening in the parks. Wendorf stated that there has 



been some. Wendorf stated that EAB has been spotted in Marathon County and probably will be 
here next. Wendorf stated that there are under 50 Ash trees left in the city on the boulevards. 
  
***Motion by Sukow, seconded by Ravn to approve the monthly board report given by 
Wendorf. 
 
***Carried unanimously. 
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 6, 2017 at 4:15 p.m. at the 
Merrill City Hall. 
 
Public comment: no  
 
***Motion by Sukow, seconded by Artac to adjourn at 5:00 p.m.  
 
***Carried unanimously. 
 
        Dawn Smith 
        Recording Secretary  
 
    

       
 


