
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

MINUTES ● WEDNESDAY AUGUST 23, 2017 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 4:00 PM 

City of Merrill Board of Public Works minutes – Wednesday August 23, 2017 

1. Call to Order 

Mayor Bialecki called the meeting to order at 4:00 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Pete Lokemoen Alderperson - Second District Present  

Ryan Schwartzman Alderperson - Third District Present  

Rob Norton Alderperson - Seventh District Present  

Bill Bialecki Mayor Present  

 

Also in attendance: City Administrator Dave Johnson, Finance Director Kathy Unertl, 
Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod Akey, Street Superintendent Dustin Bonack, 
Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Darin Pagel, City Attorney Tom Hayden, 
Alderwoman Mary Ball, Alderman John Burgener, Dawn Dunbar, Jerry Hersil and City 
Clerk Bill Heideman.  

 

2. Preliminary items: 

1. Vouchers   

Motion (Lokemoen/Schwartzman) to approve.   

RESULT: APPROVED 

3. Other agenda items for consideration:  

1. Consider re-naming Meadow Lane due to "911"   

Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel reported that he had requested this 

agenda item for informational purposes only. 

 

Two different streets were named Meadow Lane, so one has been renamed Rock Ridge 

Court. All work associated with the renaming has been completed. 

 

No Board of Public Works action was necessary, requested or taken. 

2. Discuss pavement markings on Pine Ridge Avenue, north of Main Street   

Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey explained that the pavement markings will 

allow for three lanes, which will provide sufficient room. 

 

Alderman Lokemoen has no issues with that plan. 

 

Motion (Lokemoen/Schwartzman) to approve. 
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RESULT: APPROVED 

3. Request from Karen Karow for a "No Parking" sign on the south side of Lark 
Street   

An e-mail request from Karen Karow was in the meeting packet. She resides at the 

corner of Lark Street and Martin Street, and, for safety reasons, is requesting “No 

Parking” signage be installed on the south side of Lark Street, from the corner of Lark 

and Martin to past the mailboxes. 

 

It was reported that the people parking in that area have been contacted, and, as a 

result, the situation has already been resolved to some degree. 

 

Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey recommended traffic and parking in the area 

continue to be monitored. Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel and Public 

Works Director/City Engineer Akey will continue to monitor. 

 

No action was taken at this time. 

4. Consider Street Use Permit from The Haunted Sawmill to close Hendricks 
Street (from 7th to 8th Street) from 5:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. on October 13th, 
14th, 20th, 21st, 27th, 28th, and 31st, 2017, for a Haunted House Event   

Jerry Hersil explained that the request is primarily related to safety issues.   
 
Motion (Lokemoen/Schwartzman) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 9/12/2017 7:00 PM 

5. Request by Alderperson Mary Ball for approval of street sign banners   

Alderman Ball distributed a list of banners that the City already possesses. The 
approximate cost of additional banners is $3,000.   
 
Motion (Schwartzman/Norton) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

6. Request by Alderman Rob Norton for one-side parking only on Prospect 
Street from Grand Avenue north to Kate Goodrich School   

This item was included on an amended agenda. 
 
Alderman Norton reported that one-side only parking is currently allowed in the 300 to 
500 blocks of Prospect Street. He is requesting that one-side only parking on Prospect 
Street be extended from Grand Avenue to Kate Goodrich School.   
 
Alderman Lokemoen suggested that, prior to a decision being made, the Police 
Department provide a response/report to this request.  
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Consideration of this will continue at the next regular meeting. No action was taken at 
this time.   

4. Monthly Reports: 

1. Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel reported that the 2017 sidewalk projects 
should be completed in approximately three weeks.  

2. Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey   

Paving project “1” is nearly completed. A bid packet for another project will be mailed 

this week. 

 

Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey requested that the board members review the 

list of potential projects. The project list will be considered at the next regular meeting. 

3. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

Motion (Schwartzman/Lokemoen) to place on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

5. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

Wednesday, September 27th, 2017 at 4:00 P.M. in the City Hall Common Council 
Chambers.  

6. Public Comment Period 

None.  

7. Adjournment 

Motion (Schwartzman/Norton) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 4:21 P.M.  


