
CITY OF MERRILL 

COMMON COUNCIL 

MINUTES ● TUESDAY MAY 9, 2017 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 7:00 PM 

City of Merrill Common Council minutes – Tuesday May 9, 2017 

1. Call to Order 

Mayor Bialecki called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Present  

Pete Lokemoen Alderperson - Second District Present  

Ryan Schwartzman Alderperson - Third District Present  

Kandy Peterson Alderperson - Fourth District Present  

John Burgener Alderperson - Fifth District & President Excused  

Mary Ball Alderperson - Sixth District Present  

Rob Norton Alderperson - Seventh District Present  

Tim Meehean Alderperson - Eighth District Present  

Bill Bialecki Mayor Present  

 

Also in attendance: Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod Akey, Police Chief Corey 
Bennett, Street Superintendent Dustin Bonack, City Attorney Tom Hayden, City 
Administrator Dave Johnson, Fire Chief Dave Savone, Utility Operations Manager Gabe 
Steinagel, Library Director Stacy Stevens, Finance Director Kathy Unertl, Park and 
Recreation Director Dan Wendorf and City Clerk Bill Heideman. Transit Director Rich 
Grenfell and Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Darin Pagel had excused 
absences.   

 

2. Invocation by Pastor Andy Perry, Bibe Presbyterian Church 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Roll Call 

5. Public Comment Period 

Mary Genz expressed concerns related to a juvenile trespasser at her property.   

6. Minutes of previous Common Council meeting(s): 

1. Minutes of April 11, 2017 meeting and April 26, 2017 meeting   

Motion (Schwartzman/Ball) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

7. Revenue & Expense Report(s): 

1. Revenue & Expense Report for Period Ending April 30, 2017   

Motion (Schwartzman/Meehean) to approve.  
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RESULT: APPROVED 

8. General agenda items: 

1. Employee Years of Service Recognition:   

 Tyler J. Tesch, 10 years (Police Department)   

 Nicholas C. Phelps, 10 years (Fire Department)   

City Clerk Heideman read certificates of recognition for Tyler Tesch and Nicholas 
Phelps.  

9. Board of Public Works:  

1. Consider bid on Enrichment Center - Expo Hall Parking Lot paving project.  
Mayor Bialecki is bringing the bid directly to the Common Council.  

Motion (Meehean/Norton) to apporve the bid of $68,699.28 from American Asphalt of 
Wisconsin.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

10. Health and Safety Committee: 

1. Applications from Merrill Baseball Boosters for 28 temporary Class "B" picnic 
licenses to sell fermented malt beverages inside Athletic Park during baseball 
games on the following dates in 2017:  May 21st, June 3rd, June 7th, June 
8th, June 13th, June 14th, June 16th, June 18th, June 19th, June 20th, June 
21st, June 25th, June 28th, July 5th, July 6th, July 7th, July 8th, July 9th, July 
10th, July 13th, July 16th, July 19th, July 21st, July 26th, July 27th, July 28th, 
July 29th, and July 30th.  The Health and Safety Committee recommends 
approval.  

Motion (Russell/Ball) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Consider application from PMSR LLC, Vickie Davis, Agent, for a Class "B" 
(beer) and a "Class C" (wine) license for The Checkered Churn, 914 East 
Main Street, effective May 10, 2017.  Alderwoman Peterson is bringing this 
application directly to the Common Council.  

Motion (Peterson/Schwartzman) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

11. Personnel and Finance Committee: 

1. Consider request to write-off Personal Property Tax bill ($452.41) for Merrill 
Service LLC.  The Personnel and Finance Committee recommends approval.  

Motion (Meehean/Schwartzman) to approve.  
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RESULT: APPROVED 

12. Water and Sewage Disposal Committee: 

1. Consider Water Simplified Rate Case Application to Public Service 
Commission (PSC)  The Water and Sewage Disposal Committee 
recommends submitting a request for a 3% increase.  

Motion (Norton/Peterson) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

13. Placing Committee Reports on File: 

1. Consider placing the following committee reports on file: Board of Public 
Works, Community Development Committee, Festival Grounds Committee, 
Health and Safety Committee, Joint Review Board, Library Board, Merrill 
Enrichment Center Committee, Parks and Recreation Commission, Personnel 
and Finance Committee, Redevelopment Authority, Transit Commission and 
Water and Sewage Committee.   

Alderwoman Ball requested that the April 12th, 2017 Merrill Enrichment Center 
Committee minutes be amended to indicate that she was in attendance. She also 
requested that the April 24th, 2017 Health and Safety Committee minutes be amended to 
indicate that she voted “No” on the motion to approve implementing a Community 
Paramedic Pilot Program. Without objection, those two amendments will be made.  
 
Alderman Russell thanked Alderman Burgener, Park and Recreation Director Wendorf 
and Public Works Director/City Engineer for their work on the new crosswalk between 
the skate park and the library. He also commended the Street Department and Public 
Works staff for their advance planning and work on the Center Avenue project.  
 
Motion (Meehean/Ball) to place on file, incorporating the two amendments requested 
earlier.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

14. Ordinances: (None) 

15. Resolutions: 

1. A Resolution approving a Fee Schedule for duties performed by the Street 
Department for junk storage and/or debris removal (Resolution #2507).   

WHEREAS, the City of Merrill Code of Ordinances provides for the abatement of 
a nuisance where the property owner, occupant or person in charge of certain 
property fails to remove junk storage and/or debris as it pertains to Ordinance 
Sec. 26-65; and, 

WHEREAS, after written notice is given, the City shall abate the nuisance and 
the cost thereof shall be assessed to the property owner as a special charge; 
and, 
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WHEREAS, it is necessary, from time to time, to review the charges for such 
abatement; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 9th day of May, 2017, that the following 
nuisance abatement fees for junk storage and/or debris removal are approved 
as follows: 

JUNK STORAGE AND/OR DEBRIS REMOVAL: 

FIRST OCCURRENCE: 

$300.00 for the first hour or part thereof and $50.00 for every additional 15 
minutes or portion thereof after the first hour, plus applicable taxes. 

SECOND AND SUBSEQUENT OCCURENCES IN A CALENDAR YEAR: 

$500.00 for the first hour or part thereof and $50.00 for every additional 15 
minutes or portion thereof after the first hour, plus applicable taxes. 

Motion (Schwartzman/Ball) to approve. 

RESULT: APPROVED 

16. Mayor's Communications 

Mayor Bialecki reminded everyone that the Memorial Day observance is Monday, May 29th.  
 
The annual rodeo event is upcoming. 
 
May is Bicycle Safety Month.   
 
Mayor Bialecki thanked everyone in advance for their patience during the 2017 road 
projects.   
 
Mother' Day will be Sunday, May 14th.    

17. Adjournment 

Motion (Ball/Russell) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 7:20 P.M.  


