CITY OF MERRILL
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
MINUTES ¢ WEDNESDAY JUNE 29, 2016

Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 4:00 PM
1. Call to Order
Mayor Bialecki called the meeting to order at 4:00 P.M.
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Pete Lokemoen Alderperson - Second District Present
Ryan Schwartzman Alderperson - Third District Present
Rob Norton Alderperson - Seventh District Present
Bill Bialecki Mayor Present

3.

Also in attendance: City Administrator Dave Johnson, Building Inspector/Zoning
Administrator Darin Pagel, City Attorney Tom Hayden, Police Chief Ken Neff,
Alderwoman Kandy Peterson, Alderwoman Mary Ball, Duane Pfister, John Ader and City
Clerk Bill Heideman. A representative from the Cable Access Channel was present to
videotape the meeting. Finance Director Kathy Unertl had an excused absence.

Preliminary items:
1. Vouchers

Motion (Schwartzman/Lokemoen) to place on file.

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE

Other agenda items for consideration:

1. Petition to install stop signs at the intersection of Lakeview Street and West
Tenth Street.

A copy of the petition was in the meeting packet. The petition contained 17 signatures.

Police Chief Neff stated that he has discussed the petition with Public Works
Director/City Engineer Akey and Street Superintendent Bonack.

Alderman Norton suggested that additional signage could help reduce speed. Police
Chief Neff responded that signage may or may not be an effective speed deterrent.

Alderman Lokemoen suggested that Police Chief Neff contact the school bus companies
and drivers to inform them that there have been speed concerns regarding school buses
in that area.

No action was taken.

2. Consider soliciting Requests for Proposals for potential City sale of a portion
of "Street Department storage area" on Alexander Street.

The potential sale of these lots was originally discussed at the April 27", 2016 Board of
Public Works meeting.
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Alderman Lokemoen stated that there are other lots owned by the City that could also be
sold. This could be an item for a future agenda.

Motion (Schwartzman/Norton) to approve soliciting Request for Proposal documents to
sell the land.

RESULT: APPROVED

3. Update on bike route: marking and signage

Street Superintendent Bonack reported that the signs for the River Bend Trail have been
ordered. In other areas, there is more work to be done.

Alderman Lokemoen issued a reminder that any funding would need to be approved by
the Board of Public Works.

No action was necessary, requested or taken at this time.
4. Review and consider grass and weed mowing fee schedule

Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey reported that it appears some property owners
are using the Street Department as a lawn-mowing service. This is because lawn-
mowing services are changing approximately $100 for a medium-sized lawn, and the
Street Department is charging $100 for the first hour and $20 for each 15 minute interval
after the first hour. He suggested that the fees be increased so that having the Street
Department mow the lawn at private residences is a deterrent, rather than a
convenience.

Mayor Bialecki suggested that the fee be increased to $300 for the first hour, and $50 for
each 15 minute interval thereafter. He also suggested that the notification policy be
amended to be similar to the Street Department ice/snow notification policy.

City Attorney Hayden will draft an ordinance for consideration at the next meeting. The
ordinance will address both fee amounts and notification policies related to Street
Department lawn and weed mowing.

No action was taken at this time.

5. Continue consideration of Ordinance Amending Chapter 113, Article VI,
Section 113-168, related to Off-Street Parking Restrictions in Residential
Areas

This ordinance has been subject to discussion, review and revision for some time.
Further discussion was held on the ordinance, including several potential revisions.

Motion (Schwartzman/Lokemoen) to approve and send to the Common Council.
City Attorney Hayden suggested that, since this ordinance would affect all Common

Council members, it should be referred to the Committee of the Whole prior to final
consideration by the Common Council.
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Alderman Schwartzman requested that his motion be amended to refer the ordinance to
the Committee of the Whole, rather than to the Common Council. Without objection, it
was so ordered.

City Attorney Hayden will revise the ordinance as necessary prior to Committee of the
Whole consideration.

RESULT: REFERRED TO COMMITTE OF THE WH

4. Monthly Reports:
1. Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel
Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel reported that he has been addressing
numerous garbage-related cases.
The sidewalk maintenance project for this year is underway.
2. Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey
Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey reported that the Eugene Street project is 95%
completed.
Work continues at the Merrill Festival Grounds.
3. Consider placing monthly reports on file

Motion (Schwartzman/Lokemoen) to place on file.

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE

5. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting
Wednesday, July 27", 2016 at 4:00 P.M. in the City Hall Common Council Chambers.

6. Public Comment Period
Alderman Norton stated that he would like to discuss the possibility of additional street
lighting in the vicinity of Athletic Park. This will be placed on the July meeting agenda.

Alderwoman Ball complimented the Street Department for work done on the streets in her
district.

John Ader complimented and thanked the Street Department for helping to keep the City
beautiful.

City Administrator Johnson reported that the improvements to the cattle barn at the Merrill
Festival Grounds are nearly complete.
7. Adjournment

Motion (Lokemoen/Schwartzman) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 4:38 P.M.
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