
CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● MONDAY DECEMBER 28, 2015 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:00 PM 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday December 28, 2015 

I. Call to Order  

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Chris Malm Alderperson - First District Excused  

Kandy Peterson Alderperson - Fourth District Present  

Dave Sukow Alderperson - Sixth District Present  

 

Also in attendance: City Administrator Johnson, Police Chief Ken Neff, Fire Chief Dave 
Savone, Alderman Ryan Schwartzman, Police Lieutenant Matt Drabek, Stephanie 
Stanton and City Clerk Bill Heideman. Deputy Health Officer Norbert Ashbeck had an 
excused absence.  

 

II. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints 

The nuisance complaints were in the meeting packet.  
 
Alderman Sukow reported that Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck contacted him and 
reported there are no "pressing" issues that require attention this month. All of the issues 
that need addressing can be handled at the meeting next month.  

2. Vouchers 

The vouchers were in the meeting packet.  
 
Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to approve the vouchers.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

III. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Application from Rotary Club of Merrill for a temporary "Class B" (picnic) 
license to sell fermented malt beverages and wine at an Artisan Showcase at 
Bell Tower Assisi Hall, 1500 O'Day Street, on Saturday, February 13, 2016. 

A copy of the application was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Neff has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to approve the application.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 1/12/2016 7:00 PM 

2. Application from Rotary Club of Merrill for a temporary "Class B" (picnic) 
license to sell fermented malt beverages and wine at a St. Patrick's Day event 
at Bell Tower Assisi Hall, 1500 O'Day Street, on Thursday, March 17, 2016. 

A copy of the application was in the meeting packet.  
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Police Chief Neff has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to approve the application.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 1/12/2016 7:00 PM 

3. Other picnic and/or liquor license applications 

None.  

IV. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Report from Police Chief Neff on recent Alcohol Compliance Checks. 

Information was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Neff reported that, on December 19th, alcohol compliance checks were 
conducted at 21 licensed businesses. 70% of the businesses were compliant, while 30% 

of them sold alcohol to the person conducting the compliance check. As a result, eight 
store clerks were issued citations.  
 
On February 2nd, the Police Department will be offering an alcohol compliance training 
session.  
 
Alderman Sukow reminded everyone that possession of an alcohol license is a privilege, 
not a right.  
 
Police Chief Neff then explained that the Police Department has 3 levels of non-
compliance. Due to non-compliance instances, two businesses have now reached the 
second level. They have been notified by that they must meet with Police Chief Neff by 
January 9th to discuss compliance issues. At the January meeting, Police Chief Neff will 
report on the results of those meetings.    
 
No action was taken at this time.                

2. Consider amending Code of Ordinances Chapter 26, Article II, to add Section 
26-35, related to trespassing. 

A copy of the proposed ordinance was in the meeting packet.  
 
The proposed ordinance would provide the Police Department an additional tool in 
situations when someone is on property that they are not welcome, and yet refuse to 
leave.     
 
Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to recommend approval of the proposed ordinance and refer 
that recommendation to the Common Council.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 1/12/2016 7:00 PM 

V. Monthly Reports: 

1. Fire Chief Savone 
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The monthly report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Savone reported on the status of creating a new firefighter eligibility list. Six 
applications were received. Of those six, four were given an opportunity for an interview, 
but only three of the four appeared for an interview. One of those three was selected to 
be placed on the eligibility list. There are no openings at this time.  
 
The new part-time Administrative Assistant position at the Fire Department has been 
selected, and she will begin work on either January 11th or January 18th.  

2. Police Chief Neff 

The monthly report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Neff reported that two officers have announced their intention to retire. As a 
result, offers have been made to two candidates to join the department. It is anticipated 
that one will begin work on January 11th and the other will start on January 25th.  
 
At least for now, Matt Drabek will remain as the canine officer, even though he has been 
promoted to Lieutenant.   

3. Lincoln County Humane Society 

The monthly report was in the meeting packet.  
 
The new facility opened on December 28th.   

4. Consider placing monthly reports on file. 

Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to place the monthly reports on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

VI. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

Monday, January 25th, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. in the City Hall Common Council Chambers.   

VII. Public Comment Period 

There was no public comment.  

VIII. Adjournment  

Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 4;20 P.M.  


