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1409130 
 

City of Merrill 
Health and Safety Committee 

Monday, August 25, 2014 at 4:30 P.M. 
City Hall Basement Conference Room, 1004 East First Street    

 
Voting Members Present (3 of 3): Alderman Dave Sukow (Chairperson), Alderwoman 
Kandy Peterson and Alderman Chris Malm.   
 
Others Present Included: Deputy Health Officer Norbert Ashbeck, Fire Chief Dave 
Savone, Police Chief Ken Neff, City Administrator Dave Johnson (arr. 4:35), Alderman 
Ryan Schwartzman and City Clerk Bill Heideman. A student was in attendance to 
videotape he meeting for the Cable Access Channel.                      
 
Call to order 
 
Alderman Sukow called the meeting to order at 4:30 P.M.  
 
Nuisance complaints and exterior maintenance report  
 
The report was in the meeting packet. Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported that he 
has viewed the property at 1504 West Main Street. He stated that, in his opinion, the 
property does not pose a health hazard, but he has concerns related to safety at that 
site. Fire Chief Savone added that the owner has been uncooperative in addressing 
safety issues, so the Fire Department will take the next step(s) as necessary. The 
ceiling has been repaired as ordered.    
 
Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck then reported on a case in which a landlord is 
attempting to evict a tenant, due to bedbugs. Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck noted that, 
although bedbugs are a nuisance, they are not classified as a health hazard. The tenant 
has refused to leave without his belongings. Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck has advised 
the landlord to obtain an eviction notice, if he is intent on evicting the tenant.             
Alderman Sukow stated that, in this case, he does not believe the City has any 
obligation to take action.  
 
Two cases on Cleveland Street were then discussed. Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck 
will investigate the status of them.   
 
No action was taken.   
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Vouchers 
 
The vouchers were in the meeting packet. Alderwoman Peterson had several questions 
related to the vouchers. Fire Chief Savone will conduct research on one of the 
questions, and then e-mail Alderwoman Peterson with an answer.      
 

Motion (Peterson/Malm) to approve the vouchers, as presented. Carried.  
 
Picnic and/or liquor license applications 
 
None.   
 
City Clerk Heideman reported that VFW Post 1638 has submitted an application and 
paid the fee for a temporary Class “B” (picnic) license to sell fermented beverages at the 
VFW Fair Stand (Lincoln County Fairgrounds) during Labor Day festivities on 
September 1st. However, the application was not received in time to be considered at a 
Common Council meeting, since Labor Day is before the next Common Council 
meeting.  
 
City Clerk Heideman read City of Merrill Code of Ordinances Section 4-26(e)(3). This 
section stipulates that, if Common Council approval of a temporary Class “B” fermented 
malt beverage license cannot be obtained in a timely manner, the City Clerk shall have 
the authority to issue the license, subject to the review and approval of the Police Chief. 
Licenses issued by the City Clerk may only be to organizations that have received past 
approval for such a license by the Common Council for previous similar events.  
 
In this case, VFW Post 1638 has had licenses for the same event several times. Police 
Chief Neff has reviewed the application, and he and City Clerk Heideman have 
approved the license.   
 
Consider ordinance amendment re: unpaid real estate taxes and liquor licenses  
 
Alderman Sukow placed this item on the agenda, as a result of concerns he has with 
liquor license holders who incur delinquent real estate taxes but retain their license. 
Based on these concerns, Alderman Sukow directed City Attorney Hayden to draft an 
ordinance to add language to Code of Ordinances Chapter 4, Article II, Section 4-31(a). 
The additional language states that, for a liquor license to be approved or renewed, all 
taxes and fees, including real estate and personal property taxes, must be paid up date, 
with no delinquencies of record.               
    
City Clerk Heideman raised the possibility of also adding language to the ordinance to 
ensure that licensees could not use a legal loophole to avoid license approval/renewal 
for delinquent real estate taxes or personal property taxes that have been forwarded to 
Lincoln County.     
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Motion (Malm/Peterson) to approve the proposed ordinance. Carried.    

 
The proposed ordinance will be on the September 9th, 2014 Common Council meeting 
agenda. Prior to that meeting, City Attorney Hayden will provide an opinion on whether 
the ordinance requires additional language.    
 
Consider potential update to Fire Department Strategic Plan  
 
Fire Chief Savone had requested that this item be placed on the agenda.  
 
Fire Chief Savone reported that the Fire Department Strategic Plan expired in June of 
2013. He is seeking authorization to begin the process of preparing a new plan. Fire 
Chief Savone noted that he has already spoke with Lincoln County Community 
Development Educator Art Lersch, who has indicated that he would be willing to assist 
in preparing a new plan. Other stakeholders, including member(s) of the Health and 
Safety Committee, would also be involved in plan preparation. Lincoln County 
Community Development Educator Art Lersch estimates that the preparation of a plan 
would entail four or five meetings.  
 
The Health and Safety Committee commented that is both wise and necessary to begin 
the process of preparing a new plan.  
 
No formal action at this time was necessary, requested or taken.   
 
Consider potential steps to address train whistle noise, plan traffic counts   
 
This has been an ongoing issue. City Administrator Johnson reported that, if a decision 
is made to continue establishment of a quiet zone, the next step would be to conduct 
traffic counts, compile the data on forms and submit the data to the railroad authorities.  
 
Various methods of conducting the traffic counts were discussed. If the counts are to be 
done by people, it would require several people to assist in the count. The counts are to 
be done at various times of the day and night, so some counters would need to be 
willing to commit to those times. City Administrator Johnson will do research to 
determine whether City staff is interested in assisting with the traffic counts. 
 
The use of a trail camera to conduct traffic counts was also discussed, although this 
option may not be practical.     
 
Discussion on this will continue at the September Health and Safety meeting. At that 
meeting, the committee will determine whether it is practical to continue working on 
developing a quiet zone, or whether it is not practical to continue devoting resources to  
this.  
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Review & discuss draft Capital Plan 2015-2014 for Police Department  
 
Finance Director Unertl had requested that this item be placed on the agenda. A draft 
copy of the 2015-2024 Police Department Capital Plan was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Neff reviewed the proposed capital requests. The total cost of the 2015 
capital requests is $67,850.   
 
No action was taken at this time.  
 
Review & discuss draft Capital Plan 2015-2014 for Fire Department  
 
Finance Director Unertl had requested that this item be placed on the agenda. A draft 
copy of the 2015-2024 Fire Department Capital Plan was in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Savone reported that, with assistance from several sources, a Fire 
Department Capital Plan has been prepared.  
 
Fire Chief Savone reviewed the proposed 2015 capital requests. The total cost of the 
2015 capital requests is $570,000.  
 
No action was taken at this time.  
 
Monthly Report – Fire Chief Savone   
 
The report was in the meeting packet. Captain Bob Akey has retired and Tadd Wegener 
has been promoted to Captain. The Fire Department continues to receive thank-you 
notes from appreciative citizens.  
 
Monthly Report – Police Chief Neff      
 
The report was in the meeting packet. Police Chief Neff reported that he has received 
numerous positive comments on the recent Community Night Out event. The annual 
Police Citizen Academy will begin soon. A report from the School Resource Officer was 
included in the meeting packet.  
 
Monthly Report – Lincoln County Humane Society   
 
The report was in the meeting packet. It was mentioned that a site plan for the new 
facility has not been submitted yet.   
 
Place monthly reports on file  
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Motion (Peterson/Malm) to place the monthly reports on file. Carried.    
 
Schedule next meeting 
 
Monday, September 22nd, 2014 at 4:30 P.M.     
 
Public Comment   
 
None.  
 
Adjournment 
 

Motion (Malm/Peterson) to adjourn.  Carried.  Adjourned at 5:53 P.M.  
 
 
 
Minutes prepared and submitted by: 
 
 
 
William N. Heideman, CMC, WCMC  
City Clerk 
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