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City of Merrill 

Water & Sewage Disposal Committee 
Wednesday, January 22, 2014 at 5:00 P.M. 

Basement Conference Room, City Hall, 1004 East First Street  
 
Members Present (3 of 3): Alderman John Burgener (Chairperson), Alderwoman Kandy 
Peterson and Alderman Rob Norton.    
 
Others Present: Mayor Bill Bialecki, City Administrator Dave Johnson, Utility 
Superintendent Kim Kriewald, Information Technology Manager Ron Turner, Alderman 
Dave Sukow, Duane Pfister (arr. 5:09) and City Clerk Bill Heideman. A student was in 
attendance to videotape the meeting for the Cable Access Channel.      
  
   
Call to order 
  
Alderman Burgener called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.     
 
Vouchers  
 
The vouchers were in the meeting packet.     
  

Motion (Peterson/Norton) to approve the vouchers as presented. Carried.    
 
Discuss replacement of SCADA computers and related upgrades  
 
Information was in the meeting packet.  

 
Information Technology Manager Turner provided verbal information on the existing 
SCADA computer system, which monitors the alarm system at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. The computers used in the SCADA system are quite old and use 
Windows XP. Microsoft has announced that, after April of 2014, they will no longer issue 
Windows XP security updates or provide any other support for Windows XP. As a result, 
if the SCADA computers are not upgraded, computer security could be compromised or 
other potentially negative issues could occur.    
 
A quote from Altronex Control Systems was included in the meeting packet. The quote 
is for the purchase of two new computers for the SCADA system ($1,400) and the 
purchase of necessary hardware and software upgrades ($14,076), for a total cost of 
$15,476.        
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Motion (Norton/Peterson) to approve, as presented, the replacement of the 
two SCADA computers and also approve, as presented, the quote from 
Altronex Control Systems to upgrade the associated hardware and software 
for the SCADA system. The total cost of replacing the computers and the 
upgrades is $15,476, and, if approved, would be paid for from utility funds. 
Carried.   

 
Operations Report        
 
The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Utility Superintendent Kriewald reported that there is a service leak on East First Street, 
near the City Garage. Since this is a state highway and since traffic will need to be 
rerouted while the leak is being repaired, Utility Superintendent Kriewald will discuss the 
rerouting with the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT).  
 
Equipment for several upgrading projects will be arriving soon.  
 
Public Comment 
 
Alderman Sukow inquired as to the funding source for the SCADA system computer 
replacement and upgrades. He was told that, if approved, payment would be from utility 
funds. Therefore, no General Fund transfer would be required.  
 
Next meeting 

 
Wednesday, February 26th, 2014 at 5:00 P.M.           
 
Adjournment  

 
Motion (Peterson/Norton) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 5:15 P.M.  

 
 
 
Minutes prepared and submitted by: 
 
 
 
William N. Heideman, CMC, WCMC 
City Clerk  


