
   

 Joint Review Board – October 7th, 2013 1 
 

City of Merrill 
Joint Review Board   

 
Monday, October 7th 2013 at 3:30 P.M. 

City Hall Basement Conference Room, 1004 East First Street 
 

 
Members Present: Mayor Bill Bialecki (City of Merrill representative), Jane Kittel 
 (Northcentral Technical District representative), Kelly Collins 
 (Merrill Area Public Schools representative), Bob Weaver (Lincoln 

County representative), and Ralph Sturm (public member)      
 
Others Present: Finance Director/RDA Secretary Kathy Unertl, Brian Reilly from      

Ehlers & Associates, City Administrator Dave Johnson, and  
Alderperson Kandy Peterson 

 
Call to order    Chair Bialecki called the meeting to order at 3:30 P.M.    
 
Review and consideration of September 10th, 2011 meeting minutes:    
 

Motion (Weaver/Sturm) to approve the Joint Review Board meeting minutes from  
September 10th, 2013.  Carried. 

 
Review the public record, planning documents, Redevelopment Authority resolutions 
adopting the project plans, and the resolutions passed by the Common Council: 
 

• TID 3 – Boundary and Project Plan Amendment 
• TID 4 – Boundary and Project Plan Amendment 
• TID 5 – Project Plan Amendment 
• TID 8 – Boundary and Project Plan Amendment 
• TID 9 – Creation  [“Blighted” Area TID] 

 
Reilly provided an overview of the process for reviewing and approving the various TID 
plans, as well as distributed the final TID Plans.  He emphasized that the City of Merrill 
is well within the 12% equalized State TIF criteria.  The Redevelopment Authority and 
Common Council have made “blight” findings, after property owner notifications, related 
to TIDs No. 8 and TID No. 9. 
 
Sturm asked about TID No. 5 potential projects including proposed public parking lot 
and street improvements, including street lighting.  Reilly responded that these types of 
infrastructure improvements are TIF-eligible even if not generating new tax increment. 
 
Collins asked about coordination of the TID Plans with the City’s Master Plan.  Bialecki 
and Unertl noted that the last City Comprehensive Plan update was 2007.  Unertl 
commented that the redevelopment areas in TID No. 6 and TID No. 8 reflected blight 
and redevelopment information from the Comprehensive Plan.   
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As far as future new infrastructure, the City has a $25,000 grant from the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation using North Central Regional Wisconsin Planning 
Commission.  There will future map/delineation of N. Pine Ridge Ave. (from Thielman 
Street to Lincoln County Highway G) and E. 6th St. (from Johnson St. to N. Pine Ridge 
Ave.).  The planning process is one step in becoming eligible for potential grant funding 
to construct the new street and related infrastructure. 
 
 
Consideration of Joint Review Board Resolution 2013-01 – A Resolution Approving 
Project Plan and Boundary Amendment for Tax Incremental District No. 3 of City of 
Merrill 
 
Motion (Weaver/Kittel) adopting Joint Review Board Resolution 2013-01 – A 
Resolution Approving Project Plan and Boundary Amendment for Tax Increment 
District No. 3 of the City of Merrill.  Carried. 
 
Consideration of Joint Review Board Resolution 2013-02 – A Resolution Approving Project Plan 
and Boundary Amendment for Tax Incremental District No. 4 of City of Merrill 
 
Motion (Kittel/Weaver) adopting Joint Review Board Resolution 2013-02 – A Resolution 
Approving Project Plan and Boundary Amendment for Tax Increment District No. 4 of the 
City of Merrill.  Carried. 
 
Consideration of Joint Review Board Resolution 2013-03 – A Resolution Approving Project Plan 
Amendment for Tax Incremental District No. 5 of City of Merrill 
 
Motion (Sturm/Collins) adopting Joint Review Board Resolution 2013-03 – A Resolution 
Approving Project Plan for Tax Increment District No. 5 of the City of Merrill.  Carried. 
 
Consideration of Joint Review Board Resolution 2013-04 – A Resolution Approving Project Plan 
and Boundary Amendment for Tax Incremental District No. 8 of City of Merrill 
 
Motion (Collins/Weaver) adopting Joint Review Board Resolution 2013-04 – A Resolution 
Approving Project Plan and Boundary Amendment for Tax Increment District No. 8 of the 
City of Merrill.   
 
Consideration of  Joint Review Board Resolution 2013-05   – A Resolution Approving The 
Creation of Tax Incremental District No. 9 of City of Merrill 

 
Motion (Collins/Weaver) adopting Joint Review Board Resolution 2013-05 – A Resolution 
Approving the Creation of Tax Increment District No. 9 of the City of Merrill.  Carried. 
 
 
 
Public comment:  None. 
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Adjournment:  
 

Motion (Sturm/Collins) to adjourn. Carried.  Adjourned at 3:40 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared and submitted by: 
 
 
Kathy Unertl, Finance Director/RDA Secretary 
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