
Merrill Area Community Enrichment Center 
Committee on Aging 

August 15, 2013 
 

Committee Members Present; Eugene Simon, Chairperson.  Jack Ader, Art Lersch, 
Chris Malm, Peggy Jackelen.  ADRC  -  Erin Zastrow.  Absent; Missy Holdorf and 
Diane Goetsch. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 8:00 am.  Motion made by Lersch, seconded by 
Malm to approve the minutes from the previous meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Program Updates and results; 
 Crazy Days  -  August 15th; The center will be located in front of the VIP 
Office Supplies Store for the day promoting the center and the craft shop.  The 
survey will also be distributed. 
 ABLE Bodies Balance Training; a free session was provided with 9 people 
signing up for the 16 week session that will run through December 15th.  The class 
is being taught by Jane Francoeur of Merrill. 
 National Community Night; the center was part of the very first National 
Community Night held at Normal Park.  Several volunteers helped us throughout 
the evening serving free pie and ice cream as well as materials from the center.  A 
wonderful opportunity to share with the community what we do. 
 Rochelle Pennington “Endurance” Sept 5th; we are very excited to have 
Rochelle attend the center present “Endurance” the survival story of 27 men in 
1914.  The public is encouraged to attend this event held on September 5th at 1:00 
pm at the Merrill Area Community Enrichment Center. 
  
Ageless Wisdom update; the book is coming along with a number of entries 
coming in every week.  Deau is hoping to work with a well-known author and 
publisher to possibly co-author the book.  Deau will be meeting with her next 
week in hopes to work out an agreement.  The publication date is out to the first 
of November with distribution. 
 
Survey 2013  -  MACEC;  Art Lersch with the help of other agencies have created a 
survey to help the center find out what services and programs are working for the 
center and what needs to be created for the future of the center.  As of date over 
150 in the past week have been collected.  The surveys will be in our monthly 



newsletter of 1,700 and will be collected by October 1st.  We also have four focus 
groups planned for October in hopes to have a working document in place for the 
upcoming year for the center.  
 
Update on WASC Accreditation; Kathy Olson and Deau are working on the State 
Accreditation for the MACEC.  We are hopeful to have the document in place and 
go through the process before the end of the year.  Once the document has been 
compiled volunteers and board members will be asked to participate in the 
process to completion. 
 
Foundation Funding Available; Deau brought to the committee a number of 
proposals for the MACEC.  There was much discussion on areas of need for the 
center. #1.  Funding to assist with bringing the kitchen up to code which includes 
new sinks, dishwasher and countertops.  #2.  Funding to assist with a lunch 
program for children and adults during the summer months in addition to the 
already in place program sponsored by Christ United Methodist Church. #3.  
Assistance with the publication of Ageless Wisdom.  Requesting for startup funds 
to get the book marketed and published. #4.  Subsidize Programs; Funds to assist 
participants with costly programs and special programs.  #5.  Transportation for 
individuals requiring out of town programs, pick up and deliveries.  A motion was 
made by Lersch, seconded by Ader to pursue the funding for such projects.  The 
committee will be informed on all funding allocations and projects.   
 
Motion made by Jackelen, seconded by Malm to approve Deau to attend the 
Wisconsin Association of Senior Centers conference being held in Stevens Point 
being held on Sept. 25th – 27th.  Motion carried.  Deau is currently President of the 
State Assoc.  Term ending Dec. 2013. 
 
Motion made by Malm, seconded by Ader to approve Deau to attend a UW 
Extension Leadership Team Conference to present on October 7th and 8th in the 
Dells area with expenses covered by the UW Extension.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion made by Ader, seconded by Malm to approve the vouchers as presented. 
Motion carried. 
 
Next meeting scheduled for September 19th.   Meeting adjourned at 9:30 am. 
Minutes submitted by Jane A. Deau, Director MACEC 
 


