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1305130 
 

City of Merrill 
Health and Safety Committee 

Monday, April 22, 2013 at 5:00 P.M. 
City Hall Basement Conference Room, 1004 East First Street  

 
Voting Members Present (3 of 3): Alderwoman Anne Caylor (Chairperson), Alderwoman 
Kandy Peterson and Alderman Dave Sukow.          
 
Others Present: City Administrator Dave Johnson, Fire Chief Dave Savone, Police Chief 
Ken Neff, Deputy Health Officer Norbert Ashbeck, Street Commissioner Richard Lupton,  
Dale Bacher, Matt Waid, Irvin Fick, Teresa Knospe, Patric Knospe, Steve Sabatke and 
City Clerk Bill Heideman.   
 
     
Call to order 
 
Alderwoman Caylor called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.  
 
Nuisance complaints and exterior maintenance report  
 
The report was in the meeting packet. Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported that 718 
½ East Second Street is an ongoing issue. Access was not allowed at that residence.   
 
After discussion on his report, Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck departed.  
 
Vouchers 
 
The vouchers were in the meeting packet.    
 

Motion (Sukow/Peterson) to approve the vouchers, as presented. Carried.  
 
“Picnic” Licenses (3) – Lincoln County Rodeo Assoc. for Rodeo 
 
The Lincoln County Rodeo Association, Inc. has applied and paid the fee for three 
temporary Class “B” (picnic) licenses to sell fermented beverages at the Lincoln County 
Fairgrounds during a Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo event on June 7-9, 2013. Information 
was in the meeting packet.        
 
Police Chief Neff has no concerns with the applications.  
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1305131 
 

Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to approve the applications from Lincoln County 
Rodeo Association Inc. for three temporary Class “B” (picnic) licenses to 
sell fermented beverages at the Lincoln County Fairgrounds during a 
Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo event on June 7-9, 2013. Carried.   
 

“Picnic” Licenses (5) – V.F.W for Fair  
 
V.F.W. Post 1638 has applied and paid the fee for five temporary Class “B” (picnic) 
licenses to sell fermented beverages at the V.F.W Fair Stand (Lincoln County 
Fairgrounds) during the Lincoln County Fair, July 17-21, 2013. Information was in the 
meeting packet.        
 
Police Chief Neff has no concerns with the applications.  
 
1305132 
 

Motion (Sukow/Peterson) to approve the applications from V.F.W. Post 
1638 for five temporary Class “B” (picnic) licenses to sell fermented malt 
beverages at the V.F.W. Fair Stand (Lincoln County Fairgrounds) during 
the Lincoln County Fair, July 17-21, 2013. Carried.  
  

“Picnic” Licenses (5) – Eagles for Fair  
 
The Fraternal Order of Eagles has applied and paid the fee for five temporary Class “B” 
(picnic) licenses to sell fermented beverages at the Eagles Fair Stand (Lincoln County 
Fairgrounds) during the Lincoln County Fair, July 17-21, 2013. Information was in the 
meeting packet.        
 
Police Chief Neff has no concerns with the applications.  
 
1305133 
 

Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to approve the applications from the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles for five temporary Class “B” (picnic) licenses to sell 
fermented malt beverages at the Eagles Fair Stand (Lincoln County 
Fairgrounds) during the Lincoln County Fair, July 17-21, 2013. Carried.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



  Page 3 of 7 

  
 City of Merrill Health & Safety Committee minutes – April 22nd, 2013  
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Picnic” Licenses (5) – Alumni Wresting Club for Fair  
 
The Merrill Alumni Wrestling Club has applied and paid the fee for five temporary Class 
“B” (picnic) licenses to sell fermented beverages in a fenced-in tent at the Lincoln 
County Fairgrounds during the Lincoln County Fair, July 17-21, 2013. Information was 
in the meeting packet.        
 
Police Chief Neff has no concerns with the applications.  
 
1305134 
 

Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to approve the applications from Merrill Alumni 
Wrestling Club for five temporary Class “B” (picnic) licenses to sell 
fermented beverages in a fenced-in tent at the Lincoln County Fairgrounds 
during the Lincoln County Fair, July 17–21, 2013. Carried.     

             
“Picnic” Licenses (31) – Baseball Boosters for Baseball Games   
 
The Merrill Baseball Boosters have applied and paid the fee for 31 temporary Class “B” 
(picnic) licenses to sell fermented beverages at Athletic Park on 31 various dates in 
June and July of 2013. Information was in the meeting packet.        
 
Police Chief Neff has no concerns with the applications.  
 
1305135 
 

Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to approve the applications from Merrill Baseball 
Boosters for Merrill Baseball Boosters for 31 temporary Class “B” picnic 
licenses to sell fermented malt beverages at Athletic Park during baseball 
games on the following dates in 2013: June 5th, June 6th, June 7th, June 
10th, June 11th, June 13th, June 16th, June 17th, June 18th, June 19th, June 
21st, June 23rd, June 24th, June 26th, June 27th, June 29th, July 1st, July 2nd, 
July 3rd, July 7th, July 8th, July 11th, July 12th, July 13th, July 14th, July 17th, 
July 18th, July 22nd, July 24th, July 26th and July 27th. Carried.    
 

Class B licenses for Club Modern Inc., Stephen Blake, Agent   
 
Club Modern, Inc., Stephen J. Blake, Agent, had applied and paid the fee for a Class 
“B” (beer) license and a “Class B” (liquor) license for Club Modern, 1005 South Center 
Avenue, effective June 1st, 2013. 
 
It was noted that a letter of relinquishment has been received from Paul Kramer, the 
current licensee at 1005 South Center Avenue.  
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Police Chief Neff has no concerns with the application.  
 
1305136 
 

Motion (Sukow/Peterson) to approve the application from Club Modern, 
Inc., Stephen J. Blake, Agent, for a Class “B” (beer) license and a “Class 
B” (liquor) license for Club Modern, 1005 South Center Avenue, effective 
June 1st, 2013. Carried.  
 

Other beer and/or liquor license applications  
 
None.  
 
Street closing request from V.F.W. for Memorial Day activities    
 
V.F.W. Mar-Lin Post #10203 has submitted a request to close Prospect Street (from 
West Main Street to Grand Avenue) from 3:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. on Monday, May 27th 
2013, in conjunction with Memorial Day activities.  
 
Police Chief Neff and Fire Chief Savone have no concerns with the request. If the 
request is approved, Street Commissioner Lupton will ensure that the barricades are in 
place for the duration of the street closing.   
 
1305137 
 

Motion (Sukow/Peterson) to approve the request from V.F.W. Mar-Lin 
Post #10203 to close Prospect Street (from West Main Street to Grand 
Avenue) from 3:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. on Monday, May 27th, 2013, in 
conjunction with Memorial Day activities. Carried.  
 

Note: After discussion and action on the next agenda item, the Committee agreed to 
change the start time for the street closing to noon, to coincide with the times of the 
premises extension for Ballyhoo’s.  

 
Extension of premises request from Ballyhoo’s for Memorial Day activities    
 
Ballyhoo’s, 124 North Prospect Street, has submitted a request for an extension of 
premises to allow the sale and consumption of alcohol in a fenced-in area (width of 
Ballyhoo’s property extending to the curb on the east side of Prospect Street) from noon 
to 6:00 P.M on Monday, May 27th, 2013, in conjunction with Memorial Day activities.  
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1305138 
 

Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to approve the request from Ballyhoo’s, 124 
North Prospect Street, for an extension of premises to allow the sale and 
consumption of alcohol in a fenced-in area (width of Ballyhoo’s property 
extending to the curb on the east side of Prospect Street) from noon to 
6:00 P.M on Monday, May 27th, 2013, in conjunction with Memorial Day 
activities. Carried.  
 

Concern re: Buses on Genesee Street, request for dead end sign there    
 

Teresa Knospe, 604 North Prospect Street, has expressed her concerns regarding a 
potential safety hazard at 600 North Genesee Street. A school bus is frequently parked 
on the street, which causes vision problems for drivers exiting from the alley. She is also 
requesting that a “dead end” sign be placed in that area. It was decided that it would be 
difficult to place signs in that area, due to the alley being so narrow.  
 
Police Chief Neff suggested that, rather than attempt to achieve compliance through 
signage, the Code of Ordinances should be amended to prohibit street parking of school 
buses and other large vehicles. The Committee agreed, and suggested that City 
Attorney Hayden draft such an ordinance. Alderwoman Caylor stated that she would be 
willing to bring the ordinance directly to the May 14th, 2013 Common Council meeting 
for consideration.  

 
Ord. amendment to Sec. 36-122 to establish 15-minute parking @ 1021 E. Main St. 

 
On February 25th, 2013, the Health and Safety Committee passed a motion approving a 
request from Robert Johnson for two 15-parking spaces at 1021 East Main Street. The 
proposed ordinance would incorporate that 15-minutes parking zone into Section 36 of 
the Code of Ordinances.             

 
Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to approve the ordinance. Carried.  
 

The ordinance will be on the May 14th, 2013 Common Council agenda. It will also be 
discussed at the April 24th, 2013 Board of Public Works meeting.   

 
Ord. amendment to Sec. 36-26 to increase parking violation forfeiture ($10 to $20) 

 
The proposed ordinance was in the meeting packet. It would increase the forfeiture for 
parking violations from $10 to $20. Police Neff reported that the $10 forfeiture has been 
in effect for some time now, and that the forfeiture amounts in most neighboring 
municipalities are from $20 to $25.  

 
Motion (Sukow/Peterson) to approve the ordinance. Carried.  
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The ordinance will be on the May 14th, 2013 Common Council agenda.  
 

Ordinance amendments (3) related to proposed Merrill Police Auxiliary Unit  
 

Police Chief Neff reported that has been laying the groundwork for the establishment of 
a Merrill Police Auxiliary Unit. Police Chief Neff stated that this unit could provide 
assistance at special events, including parades, athletic events and the fair.  
 
Police Chief Neff noted that he has already arranged for startup funding, should 
establishment of the unit be approved. After startup, the unit would be self-funding. The 
Police Department would provide the training for unit members.  
 
Alderman Sukow stated that he hoped such a unit would not take business away from 
local private security firm(s). 
 
The meeting packet included three ordinances related to the establishment of an 
auxiliary unit.    

 
Motion (Peterson/Sukow) to approve the three ordinances. Carried.  
 

The three ordinances will be on the May 14th, 2013 Common Council agenda.  
 

Resolution related to proposed Merrill Police Auxiliary Unit  
 

A copy of the proposed resolution was in the meeting packet. It is related to the 
establishment of a Merrill Police Auxiliary Unit, as discussed earlier.  

 
Motion (Sukow/Peterson) to approve the resolution. Carried.  
 

The resolution will be on the May 14th, 2013 Common Council agenda.  
 

2013-2014 Liquor License Renewal Schedule  
 

The schedule was in the meeting packet. City Clerk Heideman explained that the 
schedule was included in the meeting packet in order to provide information on the 
renewal process for the 2013-2014 licensing period.     
 
No action was necessary, requested or taken.  

 
Monthly Report – Fire Chief Savone   
 
The report was in the meeting packet. Fire Chief Savone reported that the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the fire station has been held. A “live burn” training 
session was held, in partnership with Northcentral Technical College.   
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Fire Chief Savone noted that the monthly report has been streamlined. Alderwoman 
Caylor noted that the call-in log sheets were no longer included with the report. She will 
discuss this with Mayor Bialecki.   
 
Monthly Report – Police Chief Neff      
 
The report was in the meeting packet. Alderman Sukow complimented both Fire Chief 
Savone and Police Chief Neff on their complete and comprehensive reports.   
 
Monthly Report – Lincoln County Humane Society   
 
The report was in the meeting packet. Alderman Sukow stated that both staff and 
volunteers are doing high quality work. He was also pleased to see that the number of 
animals at the shelter continues to be at a manageable level.    
 
Place monthly reports on file  

 
Motion (Sukow/Peterson) to place the monthly reports on file. Carried.  

 
Schedule next meeting 
 
Monday, May 20th, 2013. The time of the meeting will be announced at a later date. 
Note: On April 25th, 2013, Alderperson Caylor announced that the meeting time would 
be 4:30 P.M. 
 
Public Comment   
 
None.  
 
Adjournment 
 

Motion (Sukow/Peterson) to adjourn.  Carried.  Adjourned at 5:53 P.M.  
 
 
Minutes prepared and submitted by: 
 
 
 
William N. Heideman, WCMC  
City Clerk 
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