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CITY OF MERRILL

Parks & Recreation Dept. - Smith Center

1100 Marc¢ Dr. » Merrill, Wisconsin ¢ 54452

Rec. Dept. Telephone (715) 536-7313 © Smith Center Telephone (715) 536-6187

Fax (715) 539-2790

DECEMBER MEETING NOTICE

The Merrill Parks and Recreation Commission will have a meeting on Wednesday,
December 7, 2016 at 4:15 p.m., at the Merrill City Hall.

Voting members of Commission: John Burgener, Jean Ravn, Brian Artac, Melissa
Schroeder, Dave Sukow, Ben Debroux and Michael Willman.

The following items will be included on the agenda:

A e

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Approve minutes from previous meetings,

Approve claims.

Public Comment

Discuss and finalize locations for potential skate park.

Review/approve public participation process for potential skate park.
Review/approve bids for the purchase of utility tractor for Parks
Department.

Recommend eliminating River Bend Trial maintenance charges to River
District Development Foundation from the Parks Department. (River
Bend Trail is officially recognized as a Linear City Park)

Recommend the City of Merrill self-perform trail base work on new
construction from Park St. to Cooper St., with the River District
Development Foundation paying for the paving and finishing work on
that section of trail.

Recommend the City of Merrill contribute an operational donation, on an
annual basis, to the River District Development Foundation.
Review/approve grant awards from Stewardship Fund and Recreational
Trail Aids for River Bend Trail East expansion project.

Update on final 2017 Operational and Capital Budget resuits

Monthly reports.

Set date for next meeting.

Public comment

Adjournment

((%cﬂ.j(/)zy or the Flivre”

An cqual opportunity /affirmacve action employer.



Submitted by
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Mike Willman, Chairperson
Parks and Recreation Commission

The Merrill City Hall is accessible to the physical disadvantaged. If special accommodations are
required, piease contact City Hall at 536-5594.



PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

November 2, 2016

The Merrill Parks and Recreation Commission met on Wednesday, November 2, 2016 at 4:15
p.m. at the Merrill City Hall.

Members Present: Mike Willman, Dave Sukow, Jean Ravn, Ben Debroux, Brian Artac, Melissa
Schroeder and John Burgener

Members Excused Absent:
Department Staff Present: Dawn Smith

Visitors: City Administrator Dave Johnson, Draco Fink MP3, Heather O*Neill, Mary Ball, Gene
Bebel and Kandy Peterson

***Motion by Sukow, seconded by Debroux to approve the minutes from the October meeting
minutes.

*¥**¥Carried unanimously.
***Motion by Sukow, seconded by Schroeder, to approve the claims.
***Carried Unanimously.

Public Comment: Heather O’Neill questioned if the commission members have had any more
thoughts on the skateboard park. Willman stated that it is on the agenda for tonight.

The next item on the agenda was to discuss and finalize potential skate park locations to be
considered at future public hearing. Sukow questioned if Dan Wendorf had a chance to speak
with the county in regards to building on the current ice rink location at Memorial rink. Sukow
also stated that he did not think the location where the old Legion building stands would be big
enough for a skate park. Schroeder stated that they really need to analyze different locations for
the skateboard park. Schroeder stated that parking needs to be considered so that would take both
the Legion and Streeter Square out, since there is no parking at either location. Sukow suggested
that at this time he doesn’t feel a discussion can be made on location without having answers on
the Memorial property and also without hearing from the DNR on the Stange Park Location.

**¥¥Motion by Schroeder, seconded by Sukow to put skate park locations on the agenda for
December. Would also like to know what the agreement with the county and city is on the
Memorial Rink area.

Heather O’Neill stated that the reason she chose a large size is so it can be divided up into
beginners, moderate and advanced skaters. She wants this skateboard park to be special and it
will be a big draw for a lot of people.

***Carried Unanimously,

The next item on the agenda was River Bend Trail project(s) update(s). Willman stated that City
Administrator Dave Johnson has some information on the River Bend Trail. City Administrator
Johnson stated that Mayor Bialecki, Gene Bebel and himself met last week in regards to the city
taking over maintenance responsibilities for the River Bend Trail and no longer bill the



foundation. Johnson stated that when the original agreement for maintenance was made the trail
was not a linear park as it is today and it only included Park St. on the east to Highway 64 on the
west. The City will also seek approval to self-perform or pay for the base work for the trail from
Kyes St. to Cooper St. with the Foundation paying for the paving. The City will also recommend
that some amount of operational donation be made to the River Bend Foundation. City
Administrator Johnson also stated the Housing Authority is applying for a grant to build a
Veterans Home by the River Bend Trail which also has a great potential to bring in some small
shops to the Merrill Community. This will be the only housing in Central W1 for Veterans. City
Administrator Johnson stated that they are looking for approval from the commission and also
from the Council. Willman stated that on the agenda for December we will need to vote on the
items brought before the commission. Willman stated for the agenda for December we will need
all three items listed: 1. Motion to approve to take over maintenance responsibilities for the River
Bend Trail, 2. Motion to approve city to self-perform or pay for the base work for the trail from
Kyes St. to Cooper St. with the foundation paying for the paving. 3. Motion to approve an
operational donation made to the River Bend Foundation. Sukow stated that when the council
first brought up the River Bend Trail to the community the biggest concern was that it was going
to be a burden on the tax payers and we the council at the time told them it would be at no cost to
the taxpayers, but now we are going to change that and it will be a cost to the taxpayers. City
Administrator Johnson stated that we will be getting more tax dollars back from the Veterans
home so in the long run it will not be a burden on the tax payers. All three items will be put on
the agenda in December.

The next item on the agenda was monthly reports. No questions.

**#¥Motion by Schroeder, seconded by Ravn to approve the monthly board report submitted by
Wendorf.

***Carried unanimously.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for December 7, 2016 at 4:15 p.m. at the City Hall.
Public comment: none

***Motion by Sukow, seconded by Burgener to adjourn at 5:15 p.m.

***Carried unanimously.

Dawn Smith
Recording Secretary
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SHOP SUPPLIES

ACE HARDWARE 1072012016 $46.87 55200-03-40000
ACE HARDWARE SHOP SUPPLIES 1072112016 $1.00 55200-03-40000
ACE HARDWARE SHOP SUPPLIES 1041772016 $3.98 55200-03-40000
ACE HARDWARE SHOP SUPPLIES 102172016 $58.43 55200-03-40000
ACE HARDWARE SHOP SUPPLIES 1072872016 $10.79 55200-03-40000
ACE HARDWARE SHOP SUPPLIES 11/512016 $29.97 55200-03-40000
ACE HARDWARE TUBE VINYL 11/82016 $L.02 55200-03-40000
ACE HARDWARE TOILET BOWL CLEANER 11/18/2016 $17.94 55400-03-44000
ACE HARDWARE PARTS FOR SHOP 1172202016 $28.95 55200-03-40000
ACE HARDWARE PARTS FOR SHOP 11/16/2016 $9.99 55200-03-40000
AMERICAN WELDING CYCLINDER RENTAL 10/31/2016 646 $40.33 55200-02-15000
AMERICAN WELDING CYCLINDER RENTAL 10/31/2016 929 $55.52 55300-03-41500
ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 11/2272016 $15.00 55200-03-320000
BAUMGART WASTE REMOVAL WASTE/CARDBOARD HAULING 117212016 $83.00 55400-02-23600
BRANDT EXTINGUISHERS ANNUAL INSPECTION 111472016 9417 $33.75 $5400-02-16500
BURGOYNE'S TOILET RENTAL TOILET RENTAL 107772016 53376 $205.00 55200-02-15000
CUSTOM MURALS ICE LOGO 1072212016 139313 $500.00 55400-03-50000
DUANE KOHNHORST DJ FOR HALLOWEEN SKATE 11/1072016 103 $175.00 55300-03-41 500
FASTENAL SHOP SUFPFLIES 117212016 1542 $18.10 55200-03-40000
G & K SERVICES MATS/RUGS 102772016 1016469380 $200.44 55400-02-23250
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM 10/20/2016 101646600 $103.67 55200-03-40000
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM 102772016 1016469388 $103.67 55200-03-46000
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM 11/10/2016 1016475043 $103.67 55200-03-46000
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM 11732016 10164722243 $103.67 552000346000
G & K SERVICES MATS/MOPS 112412016 1016480648 $290.44 55400-02-23250
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM 1112412016 1016480656 $103.67 55200-03-46000
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM 11/17/2016 1016477857 $103.67 55200-03-46000
GOAL LINE LACES FOR SKATES 11/17/2016 $125.78 55400-03-40000
GOLD MEDAL TRAILOR EQUIPMENT TRAILER 1026/2016 $4,235.00 CAPITAL EXPENSE PRO.
GOLD MEDAL TRAILOR UTILITY TRAILER 107262016 $1,569.50 CAPITAL EXPENSE PRO.




WINTERIZATION FLAT

GREEN LAWN 11/1072016 16-20915 $125.00 $5200-02-15000
LEE RECREATION CONTOUR BENCHES FOR RBT 11122016 10964-16 $1,184.00 RIVER BEND BENCHES
LEE RECREATION ADA GRILL SURFACE MOUNT 11/1/2016 10963-16 $388.00 ADA PROJECT/LAWSUIT
LEE RECREATION PET STATION DISPENSER 1172172016 10984-16 $418.00 RIVER BEND DONATION
LIEBERS EXCAVATING & TRUCKING HAUL GRANITE 10/2512016 $15,000.00 CAPITAL PROJECT
MECHANICAL FREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE 11/92016 49835 $1,541.25 55400-02-16250
MENARDS AIR COMPRESSOR L1/152016 $179.00 55200-08-91000
MERRILL WATER UTILITY RIVERSIDE PARK BATHROOMS 12/10/2016 330-51040-13 51233 55200-02-21000
MERRILL WATER UTILITY KITCHENETTE PARK BATHROOMS | |2/19120)6 112-01540-13 $79.63 55200-02-21000
MERRILL WATER UTILITY AQUATIC CENTER 12/10/2016 106-00944-00 $483.42 55420-02-21000
MERRILL WATER UTILITY RIVERSIDE PARK SHELTER 12/102016 330-51240-13 $6.39 55200-02-21000
MERRILL WATER UTILITY ATHLETIC PARK CONCESSION 1271072016 222-270404-00 $62.72 $5200-02-21000
MERRILL WATER UTILITY KITCHENETTE PARK SHELTER 12/10/2016 112-01440-13 $19.12 $5200-02-21000
MERRILL WATER UTILITY MARC CONCESSION STAND 12/10/2016 106-00941-06 $180.83 5§5200-02-21000
MERRILL WATER UTILITY OTT'S PARK BATHROOM 12/1012016 102-38040-13 $38.04 55200-02-21000
MERRILL WATER UTILITY OTT'S PARK SHELTER 121012016 102-38140-13 $16.54 55200-02-21000
MERRILL WATER UTILITY ATHLETIC PARK 1211072016 222-26940-13 $1,094.85 55200-02-21000
MERRILL YOUTH HOCKEY BARLEYFEST FOOD 10/29/2016 159 $5,698.68 BARLEYFEST
MILLS FLEET FARM ICE SKATES 11/1772016 $167.96 55400-03-40000
NAPA AUTO PARTS BRK/LINE 1112212016 630104 $4.00 55200-03-40000
NELSON'S POWER HOUSE CHISEL BLADE 11/812016 18419 $24.95 55200-03-46000
NORTHWOODS NURSERY TREES 10/1472016 71279 $2,489.00 55200-08-92000
PINE RIDGE MOBIL FUEL 102012016 $37.58 55200-03-53000
PINE RIDGE MOBIL FUEL 1012412016 $17.65 55200-03-53000
PINE RIDGE MOBIL FUEL 10724/2016 $44.46 55200-03-53000
PINE RIDGE MOBIL FUEL 10/2472016 $48.67 55200-03-53000
PINE RIDGE MOBIL FUEL 107252016 $40.25 55200-03-53000
PREMIER MANUFACTURING RIVER BEND MEMORIAL PLATES 11/3/2016 3767 $161.00 RIVER BEND MEMORIAL
RTL RING AT CONCESSION STAND ADDITH /1212016 3613 $1,579.28 BIERMAN SOFTBALL

RTL STANGE PARK POOL DEMOLITION | 4120016 3625 $986.65 POOL DEMOLITION STANGE
RTL LIGHT MAINT. AT MARC/RECYCLE | |y/1212016 3463 $1.065.89 $5400-03-50000




RTL

ORDER LAMPS

11/12/2016 3679 $70.60 55200-03-40000
RUDY RACK, LLC DISC BASKETS 10/6/2016 8241 $1,149.00 ADA PROJECT/LAWSUIT
RUDY RACK. LLC DISC BASKETS 10/6/2016 8240 $1,149.00 DISC GOLF
SUNRISE BROADCASTING BARLEYFEST 10/29/2016 $399,00 BARLEYFEST
WALMART HALLOWEEN SUPPLIES 10728/2016 $21.25 55200-03-40000
WALMART CHRISTMAS STUFF 11/11/2016 $62.24 55300-03-41500
WISCONSIN BUILDERS CITY FOREST BIKE TRAIL 92612016 470742 $5.20 26-31-5375
WISCONSIN BUILDERS CITY FOREST BIKE TRAIL 92612016 470740 $427.06 26-31-5375
WISCONSIN BUILDERS ATHLETIC PARK IMPROVEMENTS | gm0 470779 $22.99 26-31-5370
WISCONSIN BUILDERS ATHLETIC PARK IMPROVEMENTS 9/272016 470-77% $198.20 26-31-5370
WIMT ADVERTISEMENT 10/3172016 $246.00 55400-03-41000
WPS MARC STAND 12/12016 0405061701-00018 $33.07 55200-02.22000
WPS MARC STAND 11/12/2016 1701556762-000000 $34.86 55200-02-22000
wPS MARC 111122016 1701556762-00000 $4,357.21 55400-02-22000




16.4.c

CITY OF MERRILL

on 2017 Budget)

CAPITAL REQUESTS -
GENERAL FUND/TAX LEVY

2017 Projects/Equipment
Revised at 11/4/2016 Committee of Whole

Attachment: Capital-2017 Budget Revised {2080 : Ordinance

Packet Pg. 115




16.4.c

Department # Priorit 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total
ILibrary ]
Parking Lol Replacemant a0 2 25,000 40,000 65.000
Carpei Replacemenl LB-24-001 5 10,000 10,000 10,000 30,000
Library HVAC Equipment LB 5 56,000 50,000 50.000 150,000
Library Total 25,000 40,000 60,000 60,008 60,000 us000 .
g,
Merrill Municipal Airport ] E
Aipon Snaw Plow Truck WAoo s 60,000 0000 N
Aipon T-Hangar Metal Aot 7 15,000 15000 &
Alrport T-Hangar - Champagne noor 8 300,000 o000 §
Champagne - FBO Hangar R0 5 750,000 750,000 2
Aiport Ona-Ton Plow Truck WARZIOON 2 32,000 now £
Aimorl TraclorMower Dack wRuom 2 15,000 15,000 %
Airport Lamge Mower wA-pmr 7 15,000 15,000 5
Runway 7/25 Resurfacing w2 2 1,000,000 1000000 -
Champagne Terminal Tasiways RIS s 500,000 so000 2
Merrill Municipnl Airport Total 75,000 300,000 750,000 32,000 15,000 15000 1,000,000 500,000 2607000 &
k-]
@
{Parks and Recrention i g
Smith Cenler HVAC Replacements PiR.1e00z 1 43,000 43,000 85,000 %
Nomma! Park - New PLR-teoN 2 160,000 160000 &
ResiroomalConcassions o
Park From Deck Mower PRON 1 20,000 20,000 w0000 @
Dise Goll FIR1TOIS 2 10000 10000 =
MARC Balifeld Improvements PRGN 2 15,000 15,000 15,000 100,000 100,000 245,000 8
Slange Fark improvements Ll 230,000 230000 w®
Alhielic Park Field Lights AlRsn 2 200,000 00000 T
Park Dump Truck Replacement PER-IB00E 2 40,000 0000 O
Stangs Park Lagoon Bridges PRt 2 50,000 soo00
Park Field Mower Replacement POR-AMON 1 85.000 8500 2
Off's Park Field Lights PRS2 100,000 00000 G
Parks - Pickup Truck PIRIBO 2 15,500 16,500 00 £
Praine Trails PH Tobet MR 2 25,000 25000 <
Athletic Park - Parking Lot PRI 2 50,000 50,000
Parks and Recreation Totn) 248,000 663,000 155,500 150,000 16,500 20,000 100,000 1,353,000
*%®
- “‘@\\'\3\\\&3 Wews vitce fevapved frona 2OVT
'Fv-v\giaa Cownsidtvration. C-3
Froduced Using the Plan-it Capuial Planmng Sofhvare Friday. ) har 0t 20K

Packet Pg. 118




CITY OF MERRILL

Parks & Recreation Dept. - Smith Center

1100 Marc Dr. » Merrill, Wisconsin » 54452
Rec. Dept. Telephone (715) 536-7313 » Smith Center Telephone (715) 536-6187
Fax (715) 539-2790

To: Merrill Parks & Recreation Commissioners

From: Dan Wendorf
Merrill Parks & Recreation Department

Re: Second draft — Potential skate park tocations

Dear Commissioners,

This memo is a follow up to the previous skate park location narrative | drafted. Since our |ast meeting,
the Pine Crest Board of Trustees indicated that they were not interested (and made a motion) in having
the “Memorial Rink” property considered for a potential skate park.

There was another site that was brought up (see attached map) that is City owned and could be
considered — the eastern most section of the municipal parking lot behind Schmitt & Koppelman Law
and immediately west of Center Ave. bridge. This location has a great deal of potential and | think
should be heavily considered, along with the other ideas that have been discussed over the past 5
months.

To refresh your memory, and to update the list, | will list those location ideas below:

Festival Grounds (near location where former Humane Society was)
American Legion Building area

Streeter Square

Stange Park

Municipal Parking Lot south of Main Street downtown {eastern most area)

As mentioned in the previous skate park location memo, it is easy to find plenty of pros and cons
associated with the above sites (and previous ones we mentioned). | feel that it is important, when
looking at a potential park site, to consider a big picture view of that park and its purpose {and intended
use —short term and long term) for the entire community. If all things are equal, it would be my opinion
to utilize a non-park, city owned location so we do not alter the existing usage or space of a park. This
will allow us to “re-purpose” an underutilized location without replacing existing greenspace.

Sincerely,

Dan Wendorf

fgoméfy on the Fulure”

An equal opportunity /affirmative action employer.
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State of Wisconsin

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES Scott Walker, Governor
107 Sutliff Ave Cathy Stepp, Secretary
Rhinelander, Wl £4501-3349 Telephone 608-286-2621

FAX 716-365-8932 [ FscoNsW
TTY Access via relay - 711 \ oot "AURAL RESOURCES

November 16, 2016

Dan Wendorf, Parks & Recrestion Director
City Of Merrill

1100 Marc Dr

Merrill, W1 54452

Re: 2016 Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Application — City of Merrill River Bend East Trail Development

Dear Mr Wendorf:

I am pleased to inform you that the City of Merrill’s 2016 Stewardship application for the City of Merrill River
Bend East Trail Development has been tentatively selected to receive a grant in the amount of $83,342 from the
Acquisition & Development of Local Parks subprogram. The 2016 grant cycle was very competitive. The
Department received 71 applications requesting over $14 million in grant assistance for public outdoor recreation

prajects.

You were previously also notified of a tentative $30,408 grant under the Recreational Trail Aids program.
Between these two grant programs, we are able to tentatively approve full funding of your original grant request

of $113,750.

This letter represents tentative selection of your project for grant funding. Prior to execution of a final grant
agreement, I will work closely with you to update project details and complete all reviews, approvals, and
consultations required under applicable federal laws, state statutes, and administrative rules. This award is
contingent on successful completion of this review and approval process. Please note that the final grant amount
may change based on updated projcct information and detailed review of eligible project costs. I will contact you
shortly to discuss next steps. You should not purchase any lands, begin construction or other work on your
project prior to execution of a signed grant agreement unless you are willing to assume the risk of
absorbing those costs.

If you are no longer interested in receiving this grant, please let me know as soon as possible so that the
Department can contact others on the ranked list of projects regarding a tentative grant award.

I will remain as your primary Department point of contact for this project. Please call me at 715-839-3751 at any
time. Again, congratulations on the tentative selection of your project. 1 look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,
Jillian Steffes
Community Services Specialist

o o Naturally WISCONSIN [ Fiiey




CITY OF MERRILL

Parks & Recreation Dept. - Smith Center

1100 Marc Dr. ® Merrill, Wisconsin ¢ 54452
Rec. Dept. Telephone (715) 536-7313 ® Smith Center Telephone (715) 536-6187
Fax (715) 539-2790
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December 2016 Parks & Recreation Director’s Report

Parks: The unseasonal weather has allowed our crew to accomplish a few tasks that we are not
normally allowed to this time of year. It was very nice to be able to continue outside work, however.
Some of these tasks include: City Forest trail work, River Bend Bench installations, Disc Golf Basket
installations at Kitchenette & Riverside, ADA trail work & paving at all locations, topdressing ball fields,
granite trail topdressing, finished a new pedestrian trail directly to the Bierman Family Aquatic Center to
name a few. We were also completely prepared for the first snowfall of the season and handled the
removal very smoothly. All of our equipment is ready for the upcoming winter season, along with all of
our facilities. We have also gathered all picnic tables and other park items back at our shop to allow for
winter repairs so they are ready to be used again when spring arrives. We purchased our new trailers
that were budgeted for this year and have been using them already. | also will be opening our new
tractor bids the day before the Commission meeting for the tractor that we had budgeted for 2016. It
took us a while to spec the tractor out completely so the timeline with the class Il posting took me right
to December 6™. I will provide all of the information and prices at the meeting for you to review and
hopefully approve. The new tractor is similar size {(but more horsepower} to our 30 year old John Deere
and will be used in similar fashion. The old tractor is starting to show some real signs of decline and we
will keep it until it is inoperable, as long as we don’t have to sink much money into it. The new tractor
will hopefully come with a loader and a few other attachments so we can make things more efficient for
ourselves. This, of course, is budget dependent. We are also ready and waiting for the consistently cold
weather to arrive so we can start to lay water for our outdoor rinks again this year. It is always our goal
to have the rinks up and ready in time for Christmas, but weather is always 100% in control of that! | am
also very pleased to announce that we were successful with our River Bend Trail Extension Stewardship
Grant. We were awarded $83,342 from Stewardship Funding, and when added to the Recreational Trail
Aids program grant we were recently awarded that gives us our full request of $113,750 for extending
the River Bend Trail to the east for approximately 2,700 feet. The $113,750 amount is the 50% match so
I wrote the grant for $227,500 and they pay us for half of all expenses. It is always great news to be able
to continue this wonderful trail and have 50% of that work paid for through grants! We also received the
Wisconsin Parks & Recreation Association Award for Outstanding Facility Design for the Bierman Family
Aguatic Center for the 2016 season {as | had previously mentioned). This is a very high honor to be
recognized by all other Park & Recreation Departments and communities throughout the entire State of
Wisconsin and a testament to everyone who had a hand in making our beautiful Aquatic Center a
reality!

Forestry: We finished our fall boulevard and park tree plantings, and | am very pleased with
everything again this year. As with previous years, we have been very diligent with planting diversity
again this year. We were able to focus on a certain area that really needed trees and were able to re-
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An equal opportunity,/affirmarive action employer.



stock that neighborhood very nicely. | would like to continue that trend of planting style as it allows for a
quicker impact on those areas and also allows us to move onto other areas and have that same impact
in subsequent years. As always | need to thank our Park Crew for performing the plantings. QOur guys are
very good at what they do and they take great pride in everything, and we are all fortunate for that. The
Street Department has been catching up on tree trimming and removals that | had for them this year. As
always this list is always being added to and we are also fortunate for our cooperative relationship with
them. | am currently in the process of my annual documentation and submittal of our 2016 Tree City
USA Certification. We will once again qualify for this award with ease, but like everything else, the
paperwork they require takes time. Not much news this time of year on the forest health end of things
or EAB, but as always | will make sure to keep you informed on what is happening {attachment in your
packets).

Smith Center: Ice season is in full swing and thus far we have had a great first month. Things have been
going pretty smooth, which is great. We will start having/hosting more games from now through
February and tournaments as well so it will only get busier. We are very well equipped to handle it all
and look forward to it each season. This is the first season that our high school hockey team is a
cooperative with Wausau East — named the “Bluejacks.” So we have welcomed many new families to
their new part time Smith Center home. Our Smith Center HVAC upgrades this year were finished in
time for the seasons to begin and are working great. Our public skate numbers have been great again
this year to date. We hosted two special event public skates, Halloween Skate and Disco Deer, and they
were both very successful again this year. We have had some early issues with a select group of
misbehaved kids at a few public skates {(which unfortunately happens from time to time) but we have
handled the issues and behavior has been much better since. We want to make sure our public skate
times are welcoming and inviting to any and every one wishing to participate, and we will always ensure
that they have that here. We are also hosting our annual Breakfast with Santa on December 10" from
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. in the Community Room of the Smith Center. Bring your families out that
maorning and enjoy!

Recreation:  As previously mentioned we will be hosting Breakfast with Santa in the Smith Center for
some holiday fun recreation. Our registrations have been coming in nicely for our Little Dribblers co-ed
basketball league that we run starting in January. Hapefully we can continue to build on the great
numbers we have been getting the past few years. We are also close to filling up another bus trip, Mal!
of America on 2/4/17. As always this time of year we also begin the process of laying out and planning
for the 2017 Spring/Summer/Fall recreation season. There are a lot of details and planning that needs to
go into these programs and this time of year is perfect for preparation.

Note: As we draw close to the end of another year, | would like to sincerely thank our entire
staff for another fantastic year! We are extremely fortunate to have a great team assembled here at the
Parks & Recreation Department and everything that we do — programs, beautiful
parks/facilities/greenspaces, and amenities is a credit to all of our outstanding staff members!!! From
the bottom of my heart | would like to thank everyone for making 2016 another success and very much
look forward to 2017. Please help me thank them for all that they do!!!

Respectfully Submitted
Dan Wendorf

Parks & Recreation Director
City of Merrill



