CITY OF MERRILL

Parks & Recreation Dept. - Smith Center

1100 Marc Dr. ¢ Merrill, Wisconsin = 54452
Rec. Dept. Telephone (715) 536-7313 ¢ Smith Center Telephone (715) 536-6187
Fax (715) 539-2790

MARCH MEETING NOTICE

The Merrill Parks and Recreation Commission will have a meeting on Wednesday,
March 2, 2016 at 4:15 p.m., at the City Hall.

Voting members of Commission: Dave Sukow, Jean Ravn, Brian Artac, Melissa
Schroeder, Troy Pieper, Ben Debroux and Michael Willman.

The following items will be included on the agenda:

1. Approve minutes from previous meetings.
2. Approve claims.
3. Public Comment
4, Continued discussion on disc golf initiative.
5. Update on bike route designation.
6. Update on Bierman Family Aquatic Center.
7. Monthly reports.
8. Set date for next meeting.
9. Public comment
10.  Adjournment
Submitted by
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Mike Willman, Chairperson

Parks and Recreation Commission

The Merrill City Hall is accessible to the physical disadvantaged. If special accommodations are
required, please contact City Hall at 536-5594.
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
February 3, 2016

The Merrill Parks and Recreation Commission met on Wednesday, February 3, 2016 at 4:15 p.m.
at the Merrill City Hall.

Members Present: Mike Willman, Dave Sukow, Jean Ravn, Brian Artac, Ben Debroux and
Melissa Schroeder

Members Excused Absent: Troy Pieper
Department Staff Present: Dan Wendorf and Dawn Smith

Visitors: Gene Bebel, Mayor Bill Bialecki, John Burgener, Diane form Kindhearted Home Care,
Doleres Preisinger, Mary Ann Vandergeest, Erik Pfantz, Derek Woellner and City Administrator
Dave Johnson

***Motion by Sukow, seconded by Artac to approve the minutes from the October meeting.
***¥Carried unanimously.

***Motion by Sukow, seconded by Schroeder, to approve the claims.

***Carried Unanimously.

Public Comment: None

Mike Willman stated that agenda item #7 would be the next item on the agenda that is discussed.

The next item on the agenda is a request form former Ministry Good Samaritan Wellness
Program for space. Wendorf stated that he would have Mayor Bialecki talk about this item.
Mayor Bialecki stated that he was approached by the group from Ministry Good Samaritan
Wellness Program in need of some space to continue the Wellness Program after the service was
discontinued by Ministry. Mayor Bialecki stated that after this became public knowledge Diane
from Kindhearted Home Care approached the city with a possible solution, stating that she
would be willing to move the program into her new facility if it would work out. Wendorf stated
that there would be no room at the Smith Center to move the program in there. Diane will
continue working on a solution for the program.

The next item on the agenda was a continued discussion and potential action on Bike Route
Designation and Pedestrian Routes. Wendorf stated that he has come up with alternative routes
and additional routes for the bike and pedestrian routes using the Bike Ped Plan. Wendorf stated
that any new routes would need to be approved by the Board of Public Works. Sukow stated that
even if they are approved there is no money in the budget for signage. Wendorf stated that at
least if they are approved when money becomes available they can put signage up. Wendorf
stated that they have $10,000 to work with for signage on approved routes right now.

***Motion by Artac, seconded by Sukow to road diet Center Avenue, to change 4 lanes to 2
lanes with a turn lane in the middle with designated bike lanes from the roundabout to Hwy G.
Recommendation to send to Board of Public Works.

***Carried Unanimously.



***Motion by Artac, seconded by Schroeder to mark both sides of Grand Ave. from the Three
Arch Bridge to Marc Drive for a bike route.

***Carried Unanimously.

***Motion by Sukow, seconded by Artac to designate a route on Theilman St. from Pine Ridge
Ave. north to Memorial to East 6 west to Blaine Street, South to 2nd Street, which would take
you to the route that is already established.

***Carried Unanimously.

***Motion by Artac, seconded by Sukow to go from East 6" Street to Park Street to meet up
with the River Bend Trail.

The previous 4 motions are for those area to be designated as bike routes.
***Carried Unanimously.

The next item on the agenda was an update on disc golf initiative. Wendorf stated that he has met
with Eric Pfantz regarding cost of disc golf course and fundraising ideas. Wendorf stated that he
will be meeting with Pfantz again to go over some more ideas with fundraising and sponsorship.
Wendorf stated that they are looking at getting basket sponsors, hole sponsors and different level
of sponsorships. Wendorf will bring back more information at the next meeting,

The next item on the agenda was to discuss Park Rental Policies. Wendorf stated that every year
this item is brought up on who pays for the parks and if there are any discounts for non-profit
organizations. Wendorf stated that in the past every organization pays the same price. Wendorf
stated that, according to Commission action fro 2014 if it is a Merrill entity they do not have to
pay but they still have to fill out all the paperwork. Merrill City Band does not have to pay to
utilize Normal Park because they are funded by the City of Merrill but Gazebo Nights would
have to pay to utilize the park. No action was needed.

The next item on the agenda was monthly board reports. Wendorf asked if anyone had any
questions. Sukow stated that there was a tree on Jackson and John that needed some attention
with a big branch. Ravn asked if any pool passes were sold. Wendorf stated a few have been.

***Motion by Sukow, seconded by Schroeder to approve the monthity board report given by
Wendorf.

***Carried unanimously.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for March 2, 2016 at 4:15 p.m. at the Merrill City Hall.
Public comment: Gene Bebel stated that they will break ground for the Agra Building at the head
of the River Bend Trail. Bebel asked if Willman would be able to bring the pictures of the new
Apgra Shelter to the next meeting.

**+*Motion by Sukow, seconded by Artac to adjourn at 5:45 p.m.

***Carried unanimously.



FEBRUARY

ACE HARDWARE PARTS 113012016 515.48 55200-03-50000
ACE HARDWARE PAINTBRUSH 112772016 $37.98 55200-03-40000
ACE HARDWARE GLOVES 2112016 $14.99 55200-03-40000
ACE HARDWARE BLADE SCRAPER 2212016 $3.99 55200-0340000
ADVANTAGE PURCHASING LLC AQUATIC CENTER 2/8/2016 150357-0006 $17,960.35 AQUATIC CENTER
AMERICAN WELDING & GAS CYCLINDER RENTAL 1/31/2016 929 $110.16 5§5200-02-15000
AMERICAN WELDING & GAS CYCLINDER RENTAL 113172016 646 $75.94 55200-02-15000
AMERICAN WELDING & GAS HAZADOUS MATERIAL FEE 2812016 3841994 $60.89 55200-02-15000
ASCAP LICENSE FEE 112012016 50037645 $344.50 LABOR DAY
ATCO INTERNATIONAL QUICKIES/CLEANING SUPPLY 2132016 132283 $292.00 55400-03-50000
ATCO INTERNATIONAL QUICKIES/CLEANING SUPPLY 21372016 132383 $292.00 55400-03-50000
BAJAS LITTLE DRIBBLERS SHIRTS 21172016 16891 $426.25 55300-03-41500
BAUMGART WASTE REMOVAL WASTE HAULING 2/112016 $83.00 55400-02-23600
BREWERS BUS TRIP 2/512016 $682.00 55300-03-41500
CARROT TOP INDUSTRIES FLAGS 2112016 29040500 $257.83 55400-03-56000
COURIER - FOTO NEWS ADVERTISING 2/112016 $1,457.80 55400-03-41000
CTL PAPER TOWEL/TOILET PAPER 22016 2005543.001 $374.76 55400-03-50000
DAVE'S COUNTY MARKET WARMING SKATE HOUSE 112672016 $11.50 55300-03-41500
DAVE'S COUNTY MARKET V-BALL TOURNAMENT 173072016 $118.99 55300-03-41500
DAVEY RESOURCE GROUP TREEKEEPER SUBSCRIPTION 1/19/2016 278567 $1,800.00 55200-08-92000
DC PARTY PRINCESS PRINCESSES FOR PRINCESS TEA PARTY |  2/16/2016 $201.00 $5300-03-41500
FASTENAL PARTS FOR SHOP 112812016 86034 $32.26 55200-03-40000
FASTENAL _ PARTS FOR SHOP 21212016 86313 $18.55 sszoo-oa-«)ooo“
FERGUSON ENTERPRISES PARTS FOR SHOP 172172016 105637 $381.68 ssaoo-o:-sooool
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM 12872016 1016358465 $100.83 sszuom-wooo'
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM 2/412016 1016364354 $97.71 55200-03-46000
G & K SERVICES MATS/MOPS 2/18/2016 1016367104 $263.99 55400-02-23250
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM /1872016 1016367112 $97.71 55200-03-46000
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM 21112016 1016364231 $97.71 55200-0346000
J.WENNING ZAMBONI KNIFE SERVICE 2/972016 91147 $81.00 $5400-03-51500




FEBRUARY

ACE HARDWARE PARTS 1730/2016 $15.48 $5200-03-50000
ACE HARDWARE PAINTBRUSH 112772016 $37.98 55200-0340000
ACE HARDWARE GLOVES 212016 $14.99 $5200-03-40000
ACE HARDWARE BLADE SCRAPER 2212016 $3.99 55200-03-40000
ADVANTAGE PURCHASING LLC AQUATIC CENTER 2/812016 150357-0006 $17,960.35 AQUATIC CENTER
AMERICAN WELDING & GAS CYCLINDER RENTAL 113172016 929 $110.16 55200-02-15000
AMERICAN WELDING & GAS CYCLINDER RENTAL 114112016 646 $75.94 55200-02-15000
AMERICAN WELDING & GAS HAZADOUS MATERIAL FEE 2/812016 3841994 $60.89 55200-02-15000
ASCAP LICENSE FEE 112012016 50037645 $344.50 LABOR DAY
ATCO INTERNATIONAL QUICKIES/CLEANING SUPPLY 2/312016 132383 $292.00 55400-03-50000
ATCO INTERNATIONAL QUICKIES/CLEANING SUPPLY 2132016 132383 $292.00 55400-03-50000
BAJA'S LITTLE DRIBBLERS SHIRTS 2112016 16891 $426.25 55300-03-41500
BAUMGART WASTE REMOVAL WASTE HAULING 2172016 $83.00 $5400-02-23600
BREWERS BUS TRIP 24512016 $682.00 553000341500
CARROT TOP INDUSTRIES FLAGS 2112016 29040500 $257.83 55400-03-50000
COURIER - FOTO NEWS ADVERTISING 2172016 $1.457.80 55400-03-41000
CTL PAPER TOWEL/TOILET PAPER 2/872016 2005543.001 $374.76 55400-03-50000
DAVE'S COUNTY MARKET WARMING SKATE HOUSE 1/26/2016 $11.50 $5300-03-41500
DAVE'S COUNTY MARKET V-BALL TOURNAMENT 1/30/2016 $118.99 55300-03-41500
DAVEY RESOURCE GROUP TREEKEEPER. SUBSCRIPTION 1/1912016 278567 $1,800.00 55200-08-92000
DC PARTY PRINCESS PRINCESSES FOR PRINCESS TEA PARTY | 2/16/2016 $201.00 55300-0341500
FASTENAL PARTS FOR SHOP 112872016 86034 $32.26 55200-03-40000
FASTENAL PARTS FOR SHOP 2122016 86313 $18.55 §5200-03-40000
FERGUSON ENTERPRISES PARTS FOR SHOP 1/2172016 105637 $381.68 55400-03-50000
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIMAOE/ADAM 172872016 1016358465 $100.83 55200-03-46000
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIMAJOE/ADAM 21472016 1016364354 $97.71 55200-03-46000
G & K SERVICES MATS/MOPS 21812016 1016367104 $263.99 55400-02-23250
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM 21812016 1016367112 $97.71 55200-03-46000
G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS JIM/JOE/ADAM 21112016 1016364231 $97.71 55200-03-46000
J.WENNING ZAMBONI KNIFE SERVICE 2/9/2016 91147 $81.00 55400-03-51500




LEE RECREATION MEMORIAL BENCH 2112016 10466-16 $326.00 RIVER BEND TRAIL
LINCOLN COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT LABOR AND MACINERY/MATERIAL 21212016 $5,927.10 GRANT PROJECT
MECHANICAL INCORPORTED WATER HEATERS 2012016 48742 $41,300.00 CAPITAL PROJECT
MENARDS TREATED LUMBER 11212016 101754 $644.60 55200-08-91500
MERRILL STREET DEPARTMENT P-21 1/6/2016 7889 $117.73 55200-03-50000
MERRILL STREET DEPARTMENT P-1 1/5/2016 7886 $65.36 55200-03-50000
MIRON CONSTRUCTION AQUATIC CENTER 113172016 $20.250.00 AQUATIC CENTER
PREMIER MANUFACTURING OF CENTRAL WI BRASS PLATE FOR BENCH 2312016 3441 $2800 R BEND MEMORIAL BENCH

UICKSILVER ADVERTISING 1/312016 242 $246.00 55400-03-41000
RIESTERER & SCHNELL PARTS/BROOM 1/2872016 951690 $5,200.00 | CITY FOREST TIMBER SALE
RIVER'S EDGE LP NORMAL PARK 112612016 1018 $75.00 55300-02-22750
RIVER'S EDGE LP NORMAL PARK 2412016 1047 $75.00 55300-02-22750
[RIVER'S EDGE LP LP NORMAL PARK 2/1172016 1031 $75.00 55300-02-22750
RTL ELECTRIC ELECTRICAL WIRING FOR SCOREBOARD | 531016 61014 $1,268.63 SCOREBOARDS
RTL ELECTRIC WORK ON LIGHTING 112212016 510131 $529.84 55400-08-82000
RTL ELECTRIC SENSOR IN LOCKER ROOM 112212016 61011 $254.19 55400-08-92000
RTL ELECTRIC LAMPS RECYCLED 112212016 61015 $205.20 55200-02-15000
RTL ELECTRIC CIRCUIT DISCONNECT FOR ZAMBONI 12212016 61010 $931.91 NEW ZAMBONI
SLIDEMASTER PRODUCTS REPLACEMENT GATES 2172016 $1,090.00 CITY FOREST FUND
U.S. CHEMICAL PROCUREMENT LEMON SCENTED DISENFECTANT 1/412016 93444 $366.85 55400-03-50000
VICTORY JANITORIAL BRUSH/SRAY FOR FLOOR CLEANER 2/92016 87128 $269.97 55400-03-50000
WATER TECHNOLOGY AQUATIC CENTER 172772016 14307.01 $14,000.00 AQUATIC CENTER
WPS MARC STAND /1012016 0405061701-00018 $34.87 55200-02-22000
WPS SOCCER BUILDING 3312016 0405061701-00011 $109.09 55200-02-22000
WPS 332016 1611316454-00000 $34.34 55200-02-22000




Wisconsin Disc Golf

Wisconsin has 272 disc golf courses which ranks
us 3rd in the nation in total courses per state.

Wisconsin has hosted Professional and Amateur
World Championship tournaments.

Wisconsin contains the world’s largest disc golf
complex at Highbridge, W1 near Ashland.

Disc golf brings tourist dollars into the state and
small communities who support and invest in
the sport.

Goals of Merrill DG

Merrill DG is the Merrill area disc golf club.
The club's mission is to unite the community
and put Merrill on the map as a premier disc golf
destination. The club plans to organize a league,
hold clinics for beginners, and host tournaments.

The club's current goal is to help install a 6-hole
loop in Stange's Park and a 3-hole loop in
Kitchenette Park, which together creates a 9-
hole course in the center of town.

Future goals include improving the Riverside
Park course, installing more courses in Merrill
including at least one world class 18-hole course
and ultimately hosting a “Park City Open”, a
week long festival that would utilize all of the
courses in the city.

Donate

Birdie - $25__

Eagle - $50__

Albatross - $100__

Ace - $200__

Basket Sponsor - $400__

(comes with advertising space)

Hole Sponsor - $1000__

{comes with advertising space)

Make checks payable to City of Merrill Parks
and Recreation Department

Mail to 1100 Marc Drive, Merrill, W1, 54452

Contact
Dan Wendorf
715-536-7313
Dan.Wendorf@ci.merrill.wi.us

or
Merrill DG
www.facebook.com/MerrillDG

with questions, comments or concerns.

Stange's and
Kitchenette
Park
Disc Golf

Course
Initiative




What is Disc Golf?

Similar to traditional ball golf

Throw a golf disc from a tee location
towards a target

Aim to make it into the goal with as few
throws as possible

Winner has the fewest throws at the end
of the round

What is Needed to Play?

Golf Discs (specially designed

“Frisbees™)

An above ground disc catcher,

commonly called a “basket”
Tee off location, typically a concrete slab

with a sign showing the shape of the hole

Why Play?

provides a purpose to a walk in a park
light competition between friends

fun, relaxing activity for all ages

low cost recreation

safe and easy aerobic and conditioning

training

Who Can Play?

Men, women, and children of virtually all ages
can play disc golf.

The simple rules allow beginners to immediately
have fun challenging themselves and their
friends.

Disc golf skill may revolve more around form
and consistency rather than athletic ability or
geometric proficiency.

Perhaps the greatest factor behind disc golf’s
broad accessibility is its low cost. Players
require little more than a $10-$20 golf disc to
play and most courses are located in public
parks, meaning there are little or no admission
fees.

The bottom line is, disc golf is fun for everyone
regardless of age, gender, or economic status.

Community and Park Benefits

Disc golf has a high benefit to cost ratio. In
addition to nearly universal access and appeal,
the sport has low environmental impact and
serves a large number of people at low cost.

A 9 hole course can facilitate recreation for
anywhere between 10-30 people at a single time.

Disc golf courses will populate the parks and
discourage mischievous park guests.

Courses can coexist with other activities such as
hiking and dog-walking.

Disc golf creates very little noise pollution.

Local businesses can benefit from out of town
guests to the courses looking for a bite to eat and
maybe a new disc or accessory to purchase.

Players will utilize the River Bend Trail to travel
between courses and will likely visit the
downtown area and businesses along the way.

Disc golf courses can fit into existing parks with
little need for tree removal or landscaping.

Courses tend to utilize underused areas in parks,
including thick woods and slopes.

Players often care for courses and will pick up
litter and encourage others to use trash
receptacles.




Who Can Play?

You’'ll find men, women, and children
of virtually all ages playing disc golf.
The rules are simple to grasp, allowing
beginners to immediately have fun
challenging themselves and friends.

Perhaps the greatest factor behind disc
golf’s broad accessibility is its low
cost. Players need nothing more than a
$10-$20 dise, and since most courses
are located in parks, there are little or
no admission fees.

Bottom line: disc golf is fun for
everyone regardless of age, gender or
economic status.

Goals

Our current goal is to install a 6-hole
loop in Stange's Park and a 3-hole loop
in Kitchenette Park, these two loops
combined create a 9-hole course.

Future goals include improving the
Riverside Park course, and installing
more courses in Merrill including at
least one world ciass 18-hole course.

Ultimately we would host “The Park
City Open” a tournament that would
utilize all of the courses during a week

long festival.

Donate

Birdie - $25__

Eagle - $50__

Albatross - $100___

Ace - $200__

Basket Sponsor - $400__

Hole Sponsor - $1000__

Make checks payable to City of Merrill
Park and Recreation Department.

Mail to 1100 Marc Drive, Merrill, W1
54452

Contact Dan Wendorf or Merrill DG
with questions, comments, concerns
etc.

Stange's
Kitchenette

Disc Golf
Course



What is Disc Golf?

Disc golf is similar to traditional ball
golf and shares many of the same
qualities: fresh air in a beautiful
landscape, the competition and
company of friends, and time to relax
and clear one's mind.

Players use specially designed golf
discs instead of balls and clubs, and an
above the ground target instead of a
hole in the ground. There are different
types of golf discs used for different
purposes, much like ball golfers use
different clubs.

The object of the game is to throw a
golf disc into the target in the fewest
number of throws.

The player begins by “driving” from a
designated concrete tee area down the
fairway until within comfortable
putting range. A successful “putt”
sends the disc into the target, and the
hole is completed.

Players face a combination of
challenges including, distance,
accuracy, wind, trees, shrubbery, water,
and terrain changes, which offer plenty
of action and excitement during an
average round.

Benefits of Disc Golf

Disc golf’s high benefit-to-cost ratio
makes it a positive choice for Merrill.
The sport is environmentalily friendly
and serves a great number of people for
a very low investment of time, energy
and financial costs.

Disc golf courses differ from ball golf
courses in that they fit into the existing
flora of the park. They tend to utilize
areas within parks that are otherwise
underused, including thick woods and
slopes, yet can easily co-exist with
other activities such as hiking and dog-
walking.

There is almost no noise pollution
created, and players take care of their
course, cleaning up litter and reminding
others to use trash receptacles.

Installing a course also creates extra
traffic in areas which might otherwise
be remote, providing a year-round
human presence and deterrent to
mischief-makers.

Finally, for less than the cost of
installing one tennis court which can
serve four people at a time, Merrill can
install a 9-hole disc golf course which
can serve a minimum nine people at
any given time all year-round.

Wisconsin Disc Golf

Wisconsin currently has 271 disc golf
courses ranking 3rd in the nation for
number of courses. Our state has had
the honor of hosting one PDGA World
Championship as well as two Amateur
Championships.

Highbridge, WI is home of the largest
disc golf complex in the world
consisting of six full courses.
Wisconsin is also home to Sandy Point
Resort and Disc Golf Ranch described
as disc golf heaven and home of the
Wisconsin Disc Golf Hall of Fame.

As the sport continues to grow tourist
dollars will also continue to flow to the
communities that offer the most high
quality courses and tournaments. With
an established base we can continue to
grow on our states reputation and
success as a leader in disc golf.

Merrill DG

Merrill DG is the Merrill area disc golf
club. We would like to organize a
league system, hold clinics for
beginners, and host tournaments.

Our main goal is to unite the
community and put Merrill on the map
as a premier disc golf destination.



CITY OF MERRILL

Parks & Recreation Dept. - Smith Center

1100 Marc Dr. ¢ Merrill, Wisconsin ¢ 54452
Rec. Dept. Telephone (715) 536-7313 ¢ Smith Center Telephone (715) 536-6187
Fax (715) 539-2790

WISEONSIK

%’v@ @/ Farkss
March 2016 Parks & Recreation Director’'s Report
Parks: With the recent weather trends we have been ramping up our efforts to finish all repair

work to our picnic tables and equipment. We want to ensure that when the conditions are right that we
are ready to begin exterior work on our buildings and grounds. After the rain right before the weekend
of February 20™ we had to shut down our outdoor rinks. The warm weather and light rain caused the
condition of each of our rinks to deteriorate. It was a short outdoor rink season, but for the month and a
half we were able to open, we had great ice and great usage. | have been working quite a bit with our IT
Director, Ron Turner on Aquatic Center technology items. We have been navigating through admissions
software for the front ticketing area and generation of passes, point of sale software for the Concessions
area, and all of the ancillary items that goes with that. There are a lot of working parts to running an
aquatic center, but we want to make sure that we use technology to make it easier on all of us to keep
track of people and money. By utilizing technology it will allow us to spend less time trying to devise our
own system of keeping track of everything. | have been in contact with Miron Construction and they are
planning on returning in early March (hopefully the weather stays consistent) to begin working towards
the finish line. There are still plenty of items to finish on the aguatic center, but they are still ahead of
schedule and will finish inside the allotted time. | have alsc been working on all of the remaining “soft
cost” items including: tables, chairs, office supplies, lifeguard supplies, first aid supplies, safety supplies,
etc. | am working with Lincoln County to make sure we secure our permit and comply with all of the
regulations that we need to. | have also been working on a Facility Manual that will be used by everyone
working at the aquatic center. It will incorporate lifeguarding plans, emergency protocols, incident
responses, what to do in certain situations, who to contact, when to contact them, There are a number
of new things that we will need to operate the new facility and | am working to ensure that everything is
taken care of. The aquatic center has been a very time consuming project over the past few years, but |
am very excited to finish and open the doors for everyone to enjoy this summer. 1 met with the Disc Golf
group last week to continue discussion on the project and associated fundraising efforts. We reviewed a
couple of different brochure options they had been working on and | have included them for you to
review as well. The idea is to see if there is any interest out there for financial support for this cause.
This brochure gives everyone a good idea of what the cause is, how much it is going to cost initially, and
haw you can get involved.

Forestry: With the weather starting to trend slightly warmer, | have to make time to inspect more
trees and mark to be trimmed. The Street Department has been out when time has allowed, and they
have been slowly been catching up on old lists. | always want to make sure that stay far enough ahead of
them. | am going to appiy for a new grant that | found from the Fruit Tree Planting Foundation, based in
Pennsylvania. Their grants are for fruit trees only and are non-monetary. This would be a perfect
opportunity to start an initiative | have been wanting to try for a number of years now; a Fruit Forest.

(’gmm'ry on the Feclvvre”



The idea of a fruit forest is fairly unique, as there are not that many of them but they have tremendous
educational value as well as community value. Seattle, WA has one of the nicest fruit forests in the
world. It is called The Beacon Food Forest and is absolutely amazing the thought that went into the
establishment of this in a large city. It can be replicated here to a smaller scale but still be a very neat
part of our community (in my opinion). There are a few stipulations including: provide volunteers to help
plant, educational component, access for public, must remain a free resource, we must be
municipality/non-profit, and we must be committed to caring for the trees in perpetuity. | thinkitis
worth a try if they are going to give us free fruit trees. | would also like to be as aggressive as we can this
year with tree planting. This will include some summer plantings while we have summer help, which |
typically don’t like to do too much of because of the need to water but it we can get assistance from
adjoining property owners it will allow us to do so.

Recreation:  Thanks te Dawn, we have a great jump on our 2016 Summer Recreation programs
almost ready to go. We are going to continue finalizing all of the details and make sure we have covered
all of our bases and will be ready to promote very soon. We are going to partner with the Merrill Courier
once again this year to be able to distribute our programs to a wider audience than we normally would.
Promotion is the key to growing our programs and increasing participation. | think we have another very
strong line-up of praograms again this year. We have very good diversity and a good overall set of
programs for everyone to enjoy. We have some great bus trips this year as well that we have been able
to expand upon because of great participation and feedback. We also have our annuai Easter Egg Hunt
coming up at Lion’s Park on March 26",

Smith Center: Ice time will begin to wind down next week and we will soon be removing the ice. We
have been very busy during the day as we always are at the end with classroom trips cut to skate. This
has been very popular for us each year at the end of the season. It typically takes us a full week to
remove the ice, clean the floor, remove glass and corner boards, and get things shaped up for dry floor
season events. We have a very busy schedule to start the spring season off with a number of events
including: Ladies Lifestyle Expo, Children’s Festival, and a Day with the Princesses to name a few. We
have finished our water heater replacement project finally and they have all been working great. Once
we shut down the floor chiller and remove the ice, we will have Mechanical Inc. come in and go over all
of our equipment. After running for 6 full months | always like them to come in right away to inspect
things to make sure they look OK. By inspecting right away, it allows us to identify any issues early (if
they exist) and get them resolved before we need to start making ice again.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dan Wendorf
Parks & Recreation Director
City of Merrill



PROPOSED BIKE ROUTE #1
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PROPOSED BIKE ROUTE #2




PROPOSED BIKE ROUTE #3
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ROPOSED BIKE ROUTE #4
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