
CITY OF MERRILL 

COMMON COUNCIL 

MINUTES ● TUESDAY DECEMBER 8, 2015 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 7:00 PM 

City of Merrill Common Council minutes – Tuesday December 8, 2015 

1. Call to Order 

Mayor Bialecki called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Chris Malm Alderperson - First District Present  

Pete Lokemoen Alderperson - Second District Present  

Ryan Schwartzman Alderperson - Third District Present  

Kandy Peterson Alderperson - Fourth District Present  

John Burgener Alderperson - Fifth District & President Present  

Dave Sukow Alderperson - Sixth District Present  

Rob Norton Alderperson - Seventh District Present  

Tim Meehean Alderperson - Eighth District Present  

Bill Bialecki Mayor Present  

 

Also in attendance: Transit Director Rich Grenfell, City Attorney Tom Hayden, City 
Administrator Dave Johnson, Street Commissioner Richard Lupton, Police Chief Ken 
Neff, Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Darin Pagel, Fire Chief Dave Savone, 
Finance Director Kathy Unertl, Park and Recreation Director Dan Wendorf and City 
Clerk Bill Heideman. Enrichment Center Director Tammie Mrachek and Library Director 

Stacy Stevens had excused absences.  
 

2. Invocation by Pastor Andy Perry, Bible Presbyterian Church 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Roll Call 

5. Public Comment Period 

There was no public comment.  

6. Minutes of previous Common Council meeting(s): 

1. Minutes of November 10, 2015 meeting 

Motion (Burgener/Sukow) to approve.  
 
Alderman Sukow requested that the November 10th, 2015 Committee of the Whole 
meeting minutes be amended, in the section where bathrooms at Riverside Park were 
discussed. He stated that the discussion at the meeting was regarding bathrooms at 
Stange Park, not Riverside Park. City Clerk Heideman acknowledged this and requested 
that he be allowed to amend the minutes to refer to Stange Park. Without objection, it 
was so ordered.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

7. Revenue & Expense Reports(s): 

1. Revenue & Expense Report as of November 30, 2015 
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Motion (Burgener/Sukow) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

8. Public Hearing(s): 

1. Public Hearing on Charter Ordinance to eliminate the Street Commissioner as 
an elected officer 

Mayor Bialecki declared the public hearing open.  
 
Steve Hass, 702 East Sixth Street, spoke in favor of retaining an elected Street 
Commissioner.  
 
Bill Heideman, 1006 East Seventh Street, spoke in favor of retaining an elected Street 
Commissioner.  
 
Gene Bebel, 607 Cedar Street, spoke in favor of eliminating the elected Street 
Commissioner position.  
 
Mayor Bialecki declared the public hearing closed.  

9. General agenda items: 

1. Claim filed by Laana Gartmann for damages to her vehicle from a manhole 
cover on West Main Street, on October 15, 2015. The City's insurance carrier 
recommends that the claim be disallowed. This recommendation is based on 
the fact that an investigation by the insurance carrier revealed no negligence 
on behalf of the City. The City did not have prior actual or constructive notice 
of the manhole condition which allegedly caused the incident. 

Motion (Schwartzman/Peterson) to disallow the claim.  

RESULT: DISALLOWED 

2. Employee Years of Service Recognition: 

 Tim S. Koenig, 15 years (Transit Department) 

City Clerk Heideman read a certificate of recognition for Tim Koenig.  

3. Presentation by River District Development Foundation on a TAP grant 
proposal being submitted for the River Bend Trail. 

The agenda item request was in the meeting packet. No other written information was 
provided.   
 
Gene Bebel reported that the River District Development Foundation has asked the City 
of Merrill to apply for a TAP grant. Although the River District Development Foundation 
cannot apply for this grant, the City of Merrill could apply.  
 
Motion (Norton/Meehean) to authorize the grant application.  
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RESULT: APPROVED 

10. Personnel and Finance Committee: 

1. Bids on City sale of vacant lot at 501 East Second Street. 

Motion (Schwartzman/Meehean) to approve the bid of $100 from Mark Raymer.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

11. Placing Committee Reports on File: 

1. Consider placing the following minutes on file: Board of Public Works, 
Committee of the Whole (as amended earlier in the meeting), Community 
Development Committee, Health & Safety Committee, Housing Authority, 
Library Board, Merrill Enrichment Center Committee, Redevelopment 
Authority and Transit Commission. 

Motion (Sukow/Burgener) to place on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

12. Resolutions 

1. A Resolution ratifying the January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2017 contact 
between the City of Merrill and the International Association of Firefighters 
Local 847 (Resolution #2433). 

 WHEREAS, negotiations between the City of Merrill and the International 
Association of Firefighters Local 847 have culminated a tentative contract 
agreement; 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 8th day of December, 2015, that 
the City of Merrill accept the terms and conditions for the January 1, 2016 to 
December 31, 2017 employment years according to the terms of the contract 
between the City of Merrill and the International Association of Firefighters 
Local 847 on file in the City Clerk’s office.  Said changes and amendments in 
the terms and conditions to the January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2017 
contract shall be effective January 1, 2016.  The existing agreement shall be 
modified accordingly. 

Motion (Schwartzman/Burgener) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Resolution authorizing public WI-FI/Internet expenditures from cable 
television franchise fees (Resolution #2434). 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 2048 adopted on April 10, 2007 clarified fiscal issues 
related to cable television (CATV) franchise ordinance fees; and 
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WHEREAS, there has been expansion of cable providers to include internet and 
telephone services; and  

WHEREAS, technology has continued to evolve including integration of cable 
television, live-streaming, cellular phone, public Wi-Fi; and internet; and  

WHEREAS, it is important for an informed citizenry and public access to 
information; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 8th day of December, 2015, that public 
Wi-Fi/internet capabilities are authorized to be funded through Cable 
Television Franchise Ordinance Fees. 

Motion (Meehean/Schwartzman) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

3. A Resolution Authorizing a Development Agreement by and between the City 
of Merrill, Wisconsin  and Alamsa LLC (Resolution #2435). 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Merrill created Tax Increment 
District (TID) No. 6 on May 12, 2009 and amended the district boundary and 
plan on September 22, 2015; and, 

WHEREAS, Alamsa, LLC is purchasing a vacant lot and constructing a new two-
story commercial building at 900 East 1st Street within TID No. 6: and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Merrill finds that the proposed development and the 
fulfillment of the items and conditions of the attached Development 
Agreement  are in the vital and best interest of the City of Merrill, the Merrill 
Redevelopment Authority and City residents and serves a public purpose in 
accordance with State law; and, 

WHEREAS, additional tax base will be generated, existing jobs retained, and an 
important community service provided, and, 

WHEREAS, Alamsa, LLC has negotiated the development agreement to provide 
an incentive payment not to exceed $75,000 to facilitate new building 
construction; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 8th day of December, 2015, that the 
Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to sign the development agreement by 
and between the City of Merrill and Alamsa, LLC and to facilitate the 
implementation thereof. 

Motion (Schwartzman/Peterson) to approve.  
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RESULT: APPROVED 

13. Ordinances: 

1. A Charter Ordinance eliminating the Street Commissioner as an elected 
officer. 

ORDINANCE 2015-C1 
 
This charter ordinance was given a first reading at the November 10th, 2015 Common 
Council meeting.   
 
City Attorney Hayden gave the charter ordinance a second reading.  
 
Motion (Norton/Malm) to suspend the rules and give the charter ordinance a third 
reading by title only. Carried.  
 
City Attorney Hayden gave the charter ordinance a third reading.   
 
Motion (Schwartzman/Norton) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED [7 TO 0] 

AYES: Malm, Lokemoen, Schwartzman, Peterson, Burgener, Norton, Meehean 

ABSTAIN: Sukow 

2. Ordinance amending Code of Ordinances Section 18-122, related to Special 
Assessment Installment Payment procedures. 

ORDINANCE 2015-19 
 
City Attorney Hayden gave the ordinance a first reading.  
 
Motion (Schwartzman/Norton) to suspend the rules and give the ordinance a second 
reading and a third reading by title only. Carried. 
 
City Attorney Hayden gave the ordinance a second reading and a third reading.  
 
Motion (Schwartzman/Meehean) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Malm, Lokemoen, Schwartzman, Peterson, Burgener, Sukow, Norton, 

Meehean 

3. Ordinance amending Code of Ordinance Chapter 32, Article IV, Section 32-
88(f)(1), related to bond refunds for street openings. 

ORDINANCE 2015-20 
 
City Attorney Hayden gave the ordinance a first reading.  
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Motion (Schwartzman/Meehean) to suspend the rules and give the ordinance a second 
reading and a third reading by title only. Carried. 
 
City Attorney Hayden gave the ordinance a second reading and a third reading.  
 
Motion (Schwartzman/Peterson) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Malm, Lokemoen, Schwartzman, Peterson, Burgener, Sukow, Norton, 

Meehean 

14. Mayor's Communications 

Alderman Bialecki thanked Street Commissioner Lupton and Chirs Hartwig for their years of 
service.  
 
The Merrill Go Round Tour of Lights will be December 9th.  
 
Mayor Bialecki commented on the beauty of all the Christmas decorations around the City. 
He thanked the Caylor family for the decorations at the Gazebo.  
 
Mayor Bialecki stated that 2015 was a good year for the City of Merrill. He concluded by 
wishing everybody a Merry Christmas.  

15. Adjournment 

Motion (Burgener/Schwartzman) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 7:38 P.M.  


